
MAY 30, EVE OF
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of  
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of  his roots. And 
the Spirit of  the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  counsel 
and might, the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the 
LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of  the 
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of  the earth; and he shall smite the earth with 
the rod of  his mouth, and with the breath of  his lips 
he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the 
girdle of  his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of  his 
loins. The wolf  shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf  and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the 
MAY 30, EVE OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: EVENING PRAYER 
PSALM 132; ISAIAH 11:1–10; HEBREWS 2:11–18



hole of  the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of  the knowledge of  the LORD as the waters cover
the sea. In that day the root of  Jesse shall stand as an 
ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations seek, and 
his dwellings shall be glorious.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified 
have all one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren, saying, “I will proclaim thy name 
to my brethren, in the midst of  the congregation I will
praise thee.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, “Here am I, and the children God has 
given me.” Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, he himself  likewise partook of  the same 
nature, that through death he might destroy him who 
has the power of  death, that is, the devil, and deliver 
all those who through fear of  death were subject to 
lifelong bondage. For surely it is not with angels that 
he is concerned but with the descendants of  Abraham.
Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every
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respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of  God, to make 
expiation for the sins of  the people. For because he 
himself  has suffered and been tempted, he is able to 
help those who are tempted.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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