
AUGUST 5, EVE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Ahab told Jez'ebel all that Eli'jah had done, and how 
he had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then 
Jez'ebel sent a messenger to Eli'jah, saying, “So may 
the gods do to me, and more also, if  I do not make 
your life as the life of  one of  them by this time 
tomorrow.” Then he was afraid, and he arose and went
for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to 
Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself  went a
day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a broom tree; and he asked that he might 
die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my 
life; for I am no better than my fathers.” And he lay 
down and slept under a broom tree; and behold, an 
angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.” 
And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a 
cake baked on hot stones and a jar of  water. And he 
ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of  
the LORD came again a second time, and touched him,
and said, “Arise and eat, else the journey will be too 
great for you.” And he arose, and ate and drank, and 
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went in the strength of  that food forty days and forty 
nights to Horeb the mount of  God. And there he 
came to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the 
word of  the LORD came to him, and he said to him, 
“What are you doing here, Eli'jah?” He said, “I have 
been very jealous for the LORD, the God of  hosts; for 
the people of  Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with 
the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my
life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go forth, and stand
upon the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the 
LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the 
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small 
voice.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, as some do, letters of  recommendation to 
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you, or from you? You yourselves are our letter of  
recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known 
and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter
from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of  the living God, not on tablets of  
stone but on tablets of  human hearts. Such is the 
confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 
Not that we are competent of  ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our competence is from 
God, who has made us competent to be ministers of  a
new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; 
for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now 
if  the dispensation of  death, carved in letters on stone,
came with such splendor that the Israelites could not 
look at Moses’ face because of  its brightness, fading as
this was, will not the dispensation of  the Spirit be 
attended with greater splendor? For if  there was 
splendor in the dispensation of  condemnation, the 
dispensation of  righteousness must far exceed it in 
splendor. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the
glory of  the Lord, are being changed into his likeness 
from one degree of  glory to another; for this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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