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Sermon for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 12, 2017 
Solemn Evensong 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year 1: Genesis 29: 20–35; John 8:12–19; Luke 9:11–17 

 
Jacob’s mother’s brother, that is, Jacob’s Uncle Laban, 
sells his daughter to Jacob for seven years’ labor. 
When the day of the wedding comes, there is a great 
celebration. In the morning Jacob discovers he has 
been tricked—alcohol?—into sleeping and being 
intimate, not with the first cousin for whose marriage 
he had labored, but with the elder sister, Leah. Seven 
more years of labor follow for the younger sister. 
Jacob now has two wives. The one who is hated bears 
children; the one who is loved does not—at least not 
at the beginning of the stories of what will be Jacob’s 
four wives. Leah had four sons, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
and Judah.1 
 
Rachel then gives her enslaved maid Bilhah to Jacob to 
be another wife, and Bilhah becomes the mother of 
Dan and Naphtali. Then it’s Leah’s turn to give her 
enslaved maid, Zilpah, to Jacob as wife. She gives 
Jacob two sons, Gad and Asher. Then Leah gets back 
into the action with the help of her son Reuben. 
Rachel finds out that Reuben has brought home 

                      
1 Genesis 29:15–35. 
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mandrakes—“a potato-like plant . . . thought to have 
aphrodisiac properties.”2 Rachel does a deal with Leah. 
Rachel gets the plants; Leah gets Jacob. Leah will have 
three more children, Issachar, Zebulun, and, a 
daughter, Dinah. Finally, God opens Rachel’s womb. 
She has a son, Joseph.3 
 
After Jacob has cleverly grown rich at the expense of 
his uncle and father-in-law Laban, he and all that was 
his, including his wives, sons, daughters, “oxen, asses, 
flocks, menservants, and maidservants,”4 begin the 
journey back to Isaac. On the way Rachel died giving 
birth to her second son, Joseph’s brother Benjamin.5 
 
In the Letter to the Hebrews, its writer asks, “What 
more shall I say?”6 Quite honestly, that’s more than we  
  

                      
2 The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha, An 
Ecumenical Study Bible, ed. Michael D. Coogan, 4th ed. (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2010), 52 –53, n 14. 
3 Genesis 30:1–24. 
4 Genesis 32:5. 
5 Genesis 35:16–20. 
6 Hebrews 11:32a. 
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need to know about biblical marriage. And I don’t 
want to hear about it from fundamentalists any more. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  
    the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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