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Sermon for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2017 
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Year A: 1 Samuel 16:1–13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8–14*; John 9:1–41* 

 
The man born blind did not ask Jesus for anything. He 
did not know who smeared dirt on him and sent him 
to wash. I can’t help but think that in the moment he 
was manhandled, it would have seemed to him to be 
just another one of the humiliations like those he had 
known all his life. Yet at the heart of this story, New 
Testament scholar Sandra Schneiders points out, is the 
unnamed man’s commitment to the law of God given 
to Moses, “You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor.”1 The truth—lower case “t” for the 
sense of what is true, not false, and capital “T” for the 
one who is the “Way, the Truth, and the Life”2—sets 
him free in more ways than he could have imagined 
before he could see. 
 
After his healing, he hears the name of the man who 
healed him. The man born blind is questioned, 
challenged, three times to bear false witness. He 
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refuses to lie. He knows and proclaims that God has 
acted in his life. 
 
When Jesus hears he has been cast out of the temple, 
Jesus himself seeks him and finds him. The man still 
does not know what Jesus looks like, but he has felt 
his hands and has heard his voice. When Jesus reveals 
himself to him, the man falls down into the dirt of the 
street in worship. In his teaching on this story, the 
next chapter in John, Jesus speaks of the shepherd of 
the sheep. He says, “[The shepherd] calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them . . . A stranger they will 
not follow . . . for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.”3 
 
The theological and philosophical debates about 
original sin have their origins in the letters of Paul,4 
but the sins of Adam and Eve are not the concern of 
John the Evangelist. In John, the sins of the fathers 
and mothers do not follow their children. What 
matters in this gospel is that a person believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God. John focused his attention on 
belief, on becoming, on being like Jesus, a child of 

                            
3 John 10:3–5. 
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God.5 For John, the problem for belief lies not with 
God, but with individual men and women who 
presume to make judgments about God, about what 
they know or think they know, about who they are and 
who others are, about where they come from and 
where they are going. 
 
The people and the religious leaders in today’s gospel 
were very wrong. They also did not know how great 
the man’s blessing would be when they kicked him 
out. The man born blind had to leave where he was to 
know who he was—a person who could see—again, in 
every possible sense of the word “see.” 
 
In a footnote, Professor Schneiders references an 
article by an English theologian, Anne Thurston, who 
warns against too quickly identifying ourselves with 
the man born blind.6 Fair enough. With respect, you 
and I didn’t crucify Jesus either. We know Jesus hasn’t 
made our world as safe and secure as we might wish it 
to be, our bodies as sound and healthy as we think 
they could be. Evil is as real today as it has ever been. 

                            
5 John 1:12. 
6 Anne Thurston, “In a New Age, Whose Story Can We Trust?”, Doctrine and Life 48 
(1998), 603. 
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But we live with something much greater than the 
shadow of death; we live with eternal life. 
 
John’s gospel begins with John the Baptist, who sees 
Jesus and says to his disciples, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God.”7 The next day he says it again to his disciples, 
and two of them, Andrew and one who is not named, 
go and follow Jesus. Their first words for him are, 
“Where are you staying?”8 Presence, location, origins 
are all questions for those who encounter the One 
Sent by God.9 
 
In this gospel, if you know Jesus is from God, you 
know who he is. If you believe and, therefore, you 
know where he is, you are with him. Then, there is 
Jesus’ invitation, to Andrew and the other disciple. 
“Come and see.”10 They came and they stayed. They 
walked with Jesus, as we who have been born from 
above by water and the Spirit, walk with him, too. He 
is not absent from our lives; he is present. 
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Again, the commandment from Exodus, “You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbor.” John’s 
Jesus invites you and me not to bear false witness 
against ourselves when we know the truth. 
 
Now I don’t think the evangelist wants to leave us 
uncertain at all about God’s love for his world and for 
all of the people he has made. I close with two 
quotations from John that I turn to with faith and 
hope. From the fifth chapter, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live.”11 And from the tenth chapter, 
Jesus said, “I have other sheep, that are not of this 
fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed my 
voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.”12 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  
    the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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