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Sermon for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 21, 2017 
Solemn Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year A: Acts 17:22–31; Psalm 148:7–14; 1 Peter 3:8–18; John 15:1–8 

 
Humankind’s relationship with God comes from God. 
Humankind’s awareness of God’s relationship to 
humankind changes with Jesus Christ. When the Word 
became flesh humans were revealed to be, like Jesus, 
children of God. 
 
In Paul’s Letter to the Philippians and in his Letter to 
the Romans, he is writing to the “children of God.”1 
In Luke’s gospel Jesus and Adam are called “son of 
God.”2 In our first reading today from Luke’s second 
book, the Acts of the Apostles, the unbaptized people 
of Athens are called “God’s offspring.”3 In John all 
who believe become children of God. They are “born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God.”4 On the morning of the 
resurrection, John’s Jesus tells Mary Magdalene to go 
and speak not, to those he has called “my disciples,” 

                                           
1 Philippians 2:15, Romans 8:16, 21. 
2 Luke 1:35, 3:38. 
3 Acts 17:29. 
4 John 1:12. 
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my servants,” and “my friends,”5 but to “my brothers 
and sisters.”6 
 
I think it’s worth mentioning that in John, Caiaphas, 
“being high priest that year . . . prophesied that Jesus 
should die for the nation, and not for the nation only, 
but to gather into one the children of God who are 
scattered abroad.”7 
 
And so we come to today’s gospel lesson, words from 
John’s account of the supper before the Passover, 
about the True Vine and about abiding—or staying, 
dwelling, remaining—in this vine. Jesus is the vine. 
The Father is the one who tends and cleans the vine—
Greek uses a verb meaning “to clean” where we would 
use the verb prune to speak of trimming back plants 
and trees.8 So, the translation could read as, “every 
branch that does bear fruit he cleans, that it may bear 
more fruit.” And the next verse is Jesus’ declaration to 
his disciples, “You are already made clean by the word 
which I have spoken to you.”9 The real question for 
                                           
5 John 15:15. 
6 John 20:17. The Greek here is inclusive. 
7 John 11:51–52. 
8 Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature, rev. and ed. Frederick William Danker, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “καθαίρω,” 488. 
9 John 15:2–3. 
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that night is whether the disciples are going to abide 
Jesus, if they are going to believe. Or to put it another 
way, will they be persons whose lives bear the fruit, as 
it were, that God is seeking from them in their lives? 
 
In his Gospel scripture blog, Dr. Mark Davis points 
out that when John’s Jesus speaks about his disciples 
as a group, he uses a conditional form of the verb. So, 
a more literal translation of the last verse of our 
appointed gospel could read, “You should bear much 
fruit, and you will be my disciples.”10 
 
In her book Written That You May Believe, New 
Testament scholar Sandra Schneiders writes that in 
John that every believer is in direct relationship with 
Jesus—not the church, not with its ministers—but 
with Jesus himself.11 In the last scene of John’s gospel, 
Jesus asks Peter three times whether Peter loves him. 
When Peter affirms his love, Jesus tells him, “Feed my 
lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.”12 
 

                                           
10 John 15:8. http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2015/04/remaining-
requiring-receiving.html, (Accessed 16 May 2017). 
11 Sandra M. Schneiders, Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel, 2nd ed. (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2003), 77. 
12 John 21:15–17. 

http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2015/04/remaining-requiring-receiving.html
http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/2015/04/remaining-requiring-receiving.html
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I am an Episcopalian for many reasons, but among the 
most important traditions of this church is that it 
begins with a genuine respect for the work the Holy 
Spirit may be doing in the lives of all people. A 
Christian is called to a relationship with God and to all 
people. I know that it’s hard for me sometimes to 
trust, to recognize, that God is in relationship with all 
people—it’s not the default setting, as it were, of my 
mind and my heart. But the ball, so to speak, is in our 
court. We are called to take responsibility for our 
relationship with God and with each other. Or to use 
words from our 1928 Prayer Book, “My bounden duty 
is to follow Christ, to worship God every Sunday in 
his Church; and to work and pray and give for the 
spread of his kingdom.”13 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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13 The Book of Common Prayer [1928], 291. 


