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The Day of Pentecost, June 4, 2017 
Solemn Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year A: Acts 2:1–11; Psalm 104:25–32; 1 Corinthians 12:4–13; John 14:8–17 

 
For the last Sunday of the Easter Season, the 
appointed gospel from John takes us back to the 
supper before the Passover. That night, Jesus knows 
that he is going away, and he knows that he’s going to 
return. He shares this news with those he will for the 
first time that very night call “friends.”1 Jesus also 
knows that he is going to die, but he does not speak of 
it directly. 
 
Jesus has been his friends’ “Paraclete.” I’m not sure 
why this New Testament word has dropped out of use 
as a name for the Holy Spirit. The word means 
advocate, mediator, intercessor, and helper. But his 
disciples, his friends, cannot imagine that, in the words 
of New Testament scholar Sandra Schneiders, “Jesus 
will be more intimately and powerfully present to 
them” when he is present to them by the Spirit and 
not in the flesh.2 So, that night his friends are troubled, 
anxious. 

                                           
1 John 15:15. 
2 Sandra M. Schneiders, Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel, 2nd ed. (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2003), 60. 
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Philip responds to Jesus’ words, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life,”3 by demanding something more 
than words. Using a command form of a verb he says, 
“You show us the Father, and that is enough for us.”4 
Not a question from Philip, but a command, a demand 
for Jesus to act. 
 
Jesus responds gently to their confusion. He knows 
that they have already seen the Father and that they 
will know they have seen the Father when they see the 
wounds on his risen body. Instead of showing them 
something new, he gives them a new command, “If 
you love me, you will pay attention to my commands. 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give to you 
another Paraclete so that it may be with you into the 
time that has no beginning or end.”5 (The root Greek 

word, αἰών, is the root of our word “aeon.” It’s “time 
that has no beginning or end.”)6 
 

                                           
3 Translation by Mark Davis, 
http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2017-05-
21T11:52:00-05:00&max-results=3&start=1&by-date=false, (Accessed 3 June 2017). 
4 John 14:8. My translations hereafter, except as indicated. 
5 John 14:15–16a. 
6 A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. 

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “αἰών,” 32. 

http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2017-05-21T11:52:00-05:00&max-results=3&start=1&by-date=false
http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2017-05-21T11:52:00-05:00&max-results=3&start=1&by-date=false
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And then Jesus says, “The Spirit of the truth, which 
the world is not able to receive—or obtain—because it 
does not see it, understand it, or know it. You know it, 
for it dwells with you, and will be in you.”7  
 
John the evangelist does not know of either a “Day of 
Pentecost,” as described in the second chapter of 
Acts,8 or a “Season of Pentecost” that appears in the 
historical record, as it stands today, sometime toward 
the end of the second century.9 In John the gift of the 
Spirit is handed over to his disciples from the cross.10 
Jesus never leaves them. 
 
At the supper before the Passover, Jesus speaks four 
other times of the Paraclete. He says: 
 
The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, it will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.11 
 

                                           
7 John 14:16–17. 
8 Acts 2:1–11. 
9 Paul F. Bradshaw and Maxwell E. Johnson, The Origins of Feasts, Fasts and Seasons in 
Early Christianity (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2011), 70. 
10 John 19:30. See Raymond E. Brown, The Death of the Messiah: From Gethsemane to the 
Grave, 2 vols. (Doubleday: New York, 1994), II:1082–83. 
11 John 14:26. 
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When the Paraclete comes . . . it will bear witness to me.12 
 
If I do not go away, the Paraclete will not come to you; but if I 
go, I will send it to you.13 
 
When the Spirit of truth comes, it will guide you into all the 
truth.14 
 
Jesus is not speaking to them as individual disciples, 
but as a community of believers. At this supper he 
speaks of himself as the True Vine, and of them as the 
branches, which are in direct and immediate contact 
with Jesus, and through Jesus, with each other.15 
 
Again, Jesus says, “If you love me, you will pay 
attention to my commands.” At the supper, Jesus 
commands three things: “wash one another’s feet,”16 
“believe,”17 and “love one another.”18 
 
First, the outlier here is “wash one another’s feet.” It’s 
only mentioned one other time in the New 
                                           
12 John 15:26. 
13 John 16:7–11. 
14 John 16:13–15. 
15 John 15:1–8. See also Schneiders, 60, n.4. 
16 John 13:14. 
17 John 14:1. 
18 John 13:34; 15:12, 17. 
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Testament—remarkably, in setting the standards for 
the enrollment of poor widows in the First Letter to 
Timothy.19 Quite honestly, this seems to miss the 
point of Jesus’ command as much as the practice of a 
male pastor only washing and sometimes only washing 
the feet of other males. 
 
The heart of the matter since the beginning of this 
gospel has been the verb “believe.” At the supper 
Jesus says, “Believe in God, believe also in me.”20 
 
Believing means eternal life.21 John’s Jesus does not 
have a moral code for his followers. He doesn’t 
condemn men and women for sin,22 but only for 
unbelief.23 What matters is that men and women 
believe in the Word of God, the Word made flesh, the 
Risen Jesus Christ. 
 
The new command is that his disciples are to love 
each other as he has loved them and to lay down their 
lives for one another. Jesus is going to pour his Spirit 
out on all of them—in the same measure, no one has 

                                           
19 1 Timothy 5:10. 
20 John 14:1. 
21 John 3:16. 
22 John 8:1–11. 
23 John 3:18. 
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more or less.24 Together and as individuals they will be 
God’s new temple. 
 
Together you and I “eat and drink the life of Jesus 
[Christ].”25 You and I can share with others by our 
words and our witness this life that we have in Christ. 
You and I don’t make other people believers, but we 
may help open others to see the work of the Word in 
their own lives by how we respond to the Word in our 
own lives. 
 
In November 2015, I wrote for our weekly newsletter 
about a change in my prayer life when I’m on an 
airplane ready to take off or land. Instead of “Hail 
Mary,” I repeat to myself, “I belong to Christ.” 
Sometimes I catch myself going back to “now and at 
the hour of our death,” and I switch to, “I belong to 
Christ.” You and I belong to Christ. I trust that God’s 
Word will continue to be with us and bring us closer  
  

                                           
24 Schneiders, 77. 
25 Ibid., 62. 

http://www.stmvirgin.org/the-angelus-our-newsletter/?offset=1448810760764
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to his Truth in our lives for this life and for the life of 
the world to come. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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