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Sermon for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 13, 2017 
Said Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year A, Proper 14: Jonah 2:1–9; Psalm 29; Romans 9:1–5; Matthew 14:22–33 

 
Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John all share the story of 
Jesus feeding the five thousand.1 Mark, Matthew, and 
John, but not Luke, follow this story with the account 
of Jesus walking on the sea.2 No one is really sure why 
Luke omitted it. Scholars call the omission of this and 
other passages in Mark that Matthew included, “the 
great omission.”3 And I’ll leave it at that. 
 
Unlike Matthew and Luke, John did not have Mark’s 
gospel as a source for his writing. The late Raymond 
Brown in his commentary on John thought this story 
was part of the first teaching about Jesus shared by the 
earliest believers.4 In John, there is no calming of the 
sea. The disciples see a man walking on the sea; they 
are afraid. Jesus draws near and says, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.” They are happy to see him. They help him into 

                            
1 Mark 6:32–44; Matthew 14:13–21; Luke 9:10b–17; John 6:1–15. 
2 Mark 6:45–52; Matthew 14:22–33. 
3 Mark 6:45–8:26. See François Bovon, Luke 1: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 1:1–
9:50, trans. Christine Thomas, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2002), 361–
62. 
4 Raymond E. Brown, The Gospel According to John, Anchor Bible 29, 29A (Garden City: 
Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1966, 1970), 1:254. See also Raymond E. Brown, An 
Introduction to the New Testament (New York: Doubleday, 1997), 107–11. 



2 

the boat, and “immediately the boat was at the land to 
which they were going.”5 
 
In Mark, when Jesus says, “Be brave, I am here; don’t 
be afraid,” the wind dies down. The evangelists 
concludes the story by saying, that the disciples “were 
greatly amazed within themselves; for they did not 
understand about the loves, but their hearts were 
hardened.”6 Remember, Mark is not a fan of the 
twelve. Again, as I mentioned at this Mass last Sunday, 
Mark likes, in the words of Raymond Brown, “to dwell 
on their failures and weaknesses.”7 
 
Matthew’s account in which Peter has a role is written 
to serve Matthew’s understanding of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. And at the center of Matthew’s preaching 
is Jesus’ identity as “ ‘Immanuel,’ which is translated 
‘God is with us.’ ”8 
 

                            
5 John 6:20–21. 
6 Translation: Joel Marcus, Mark 1–8, Anchor Bible 27 (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2000), 422. 
7 Raymond E. Brown, A Crucified Christ in Holy Week: Essays on the Four Gospel Passion 
Narratives (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1986), 48. 
8 Translation: Ulrich Luz, Matthew 1–7: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, 
Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2007), 89. 
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After seeing Jesus walking on the sea and seeing the 
exchange between Jesus and Peter in the boat and on 
the water, Jesus and Peter climb into the boat. Unlike 
the disciples in Mark, Matthew says that the other 
disciples not only “prostrated themselves,” that is, 
“they worshiped” him, they, but not Peter, say, “Truly, 
you are the Son of God.”9 New Testament scholar 
Ulrich Luz writes that “in doing this [the disciples] 
pronounce the . . . title that is most important for 
Matthew and at the same time probably the church’s 
most central confession.”10 
 
Now, did Jesus walk on the water? Again, it’s highly 
probable that this was part of the apostles’ preaching, 
the earliest preaching about Jesus. At the Red Sea God 
held back the waters so the people of Israel could 
freed from slavery in Egypt.11 At the Jordan God held 
back the waters so that the people of Israel could enter 
into the promised land.12 At the Jordan Elijah struck 
the water with his mantle so that he and Elisha could 
cross on dry ground.13 

                            
9 Matthew 14:33. 
10 Ulrich Luz, Matthew 8–20: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001), 322. 
11 Exodus 13:17–14:22. 
12 Joshua 3:1–17. 
13 2 Kings 2:7–8. 
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In antiquity it was impossible for people to imagine 
human beings walking on the sea,14 just as a century 
ago few human beings could imagine a human being 
walking on the moon. 
 
Some miracles are easier for me to hear than others. 
For whatever reason, “Take up your pallet and walk”15 
is harder for me than Jesus telling the man born blind 
to go to the pool of Siloam and wash.16 Perhaps 
because the problem of evil is so real in this world, I 
like exorcisms and the raising of the dead the best. My 
personal favorite remains the healing of the man born 
blind, sought out by Jesus when after receiving his 
sight, he was again rejected by all who knew him. 
 
I have big issues with Matthew the evangelist, but he 
always clear that for him, as for us, Jesus Christ was 
Emmanuel and that Emmanuel is with us always to 
the close of the age—or better, “until the time that has 
no beginning or end.”17 
 

                            
14 Luz, 318. 
15 Ibid., 320. 
16 John 9:1–41. 
17 Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature, rev. and ed. Frederick William Danker, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “ἀἰων,” 32–33. 
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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