
LENT 3, FRIDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Hosea
Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have 
stumbled because of  your iniquity. Take with you 
words and return to the LORD; say to him, “Take away
all iniquity; accept that which is good and we will 
render the fruit of  our lips. Assyria shall not save us, 
we will not ride upon horses; and we will say no more, 
‘Our God,’ to the work of  our hands. In thee the 
orphan finds mercy.” I will heal their faithlessness; I 
will love them freely, for my anger has turned from 
them. I will be as the dew to Israel; he shall blossom as
the lily, he shall strike root as the poplar; his shoots 
shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and 
his fragrance like Lebanon. They shall return and dwell
beneath my shadow, they shall flourish as a garden; 
they shall blossom as the vine, their fragrance shall be 
like the wine of  Lebanon. O Ephraim, what have I to 
do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I 
am like an evergreen cypress, from me comes your 
fruit. Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever is discerning, let him know them; for the 
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ways of  the LORD are right, and the upright walk in 
them, but transgressors stumble in them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 81:8–16
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 81, verses 8 through 
16, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
704.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: *
  O Israel, if  you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no strange god among you; *
  you shall not worship a foreign god.

10 I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt and 

said, *
  “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
  and Israel would not obey me.
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12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of  
their hearts, *

  to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
  that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 I should soon subdue their enemies *
  and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe before 
him, *

  and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel I would feed with the finest wheat *
  and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

In Lent there is no verse before the Gospel. The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
One of  the scribes came up and heard the Sadducees 
disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus 
answered them well, asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of  all?” Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” And 
the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you 
have truly said that he is one, and there is no other but
he; and to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the strength, and to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not 
far from the kingdom of  God.” And after that no one 
dared to ask him any question.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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