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The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from the Book of Job 
The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who 
is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will 
question you, and you shall declare to me. Where were 
you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, 
if you have understanding. Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched 
the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who 
laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Or 
who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst forth 
from the womb; when I made clouds its garment, and 
thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed 
bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus 
far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your 
proud waves be stayed’?” Then Job answered the 
LORD: “I know that thou canst do all things, and that 
no purpose of thine can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that 
hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have 
uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I 
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will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.’ 
I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees thee.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, for he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him; but for this I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” And John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit 
descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him; but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


