YEAR 2, TRINITY SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ecclesiasticus uh-KILEE-zee-AS-ti-kuhs

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

The pride of the heavenly heights is the clear
firmament, the appearance of heaven in a spectacle of
glory. The sun, when it appears, making proclamation
as it goes forth, is a marvelous instrument, the work of
the Most High. At noon it parches the land; and who
can withstand its burning heat? A man tending a
furnace works in burning heat, but the sun burns the
mountains three times as much; it breathes out fiery
vapors, and with bright beams it blinds the eyes. Great
1s the Lord who made it; and at his command it
hastens on its course. He made the moon also, to
serve in its season to mark the times and to be an
everlasting sign. From the moon comes the sign for
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feast days, a light that wanes when it has reached the
full. The month is named for the moon, increasing
marvelously in its phases, an instrument of the hosts
on high shining forth in the firmament of heaven. The
glory of the stars is the beauty of heaven, a gleaming
array in the heights of the Lord. At the command of
the Holy One they stand as ordered, they never relax
in their watches. Look upon the rainbow, and praise
him who made it, exceedingly beautiful 1n its
brightness. It encircles the heaven with its glorious arc;
the hands of the Most High have stretched it out.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Revelation to John

And the twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God who is seated
on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from
the throne came a voice crying, “Praise our God, all
you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.”
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the
sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying, “Hallelujah! For
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the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself
ready; it was granted her to be clothed with fine linen,
bright and pure”—for the fine linen 1s the righteous
deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are
true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to
worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do
that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brethren
who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Then I
saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He
who sat upon it 1s called Faithful and True, and in
rigchteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are
like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems;
and he has a name inscribed which no one knows but
himself. He 1s clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the
name by which he is called is The Word of God. And
the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and
pure, followed him on white horses. From his mouth
issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations,
and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread
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the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name
inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

At the Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John

At the supper before the Passover Judas (not Iscariot)
said to Jesus, “Lord, how 1s it that you will manifest
yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered
him, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and
my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him. He who does not love me
does not keep my words; and the word which you hear
is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. These
things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you.
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me
say to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.” If you
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loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the
Father; for the Father is greater than I. And now 1
have told you before it takes place, so that when it
does take place, you may believe.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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