YEAR 1, PROPER 3, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Proverbs

Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her seven
pillars. She has slaughtered her beasts, she has mixed
her wine, she has also set her table. She has sent out
her maids to call from the highest places in the town,
“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” To him
who 1s without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed. Leave simpleness,
and live, and walk in the way of insight.” He who
corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who
reproves a wicked man incurs injury. Do not reprove a
scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and
he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and
he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man and he will
increase in learning. The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy
One is insight. For by me your days will be multiplied,
and years will be added to your life. If you are wise,
you are wise for yourself; if you scotf, you alone will

bear it.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

demo'niac di-MOH-nee-ack
Nin'eveh NIN-uh-vuh

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
After healing the blind and dumb demoniac, Jesus said
to the people, “Either make the tree good, and its fruit
good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the
tree 1s known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! how
can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good
man out of his good treasure brings forth good, and
the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 1
tell you, on the day of judgment men will render
account for every careless word they utter; for by your
words you will be justified, and by your words you will
be condemned.” Then some of the scribes and
Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign
from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks for a sign; but no sign
shall be given to 1t except the sign of the prophet
Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in
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the belly of the whale, so will the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The
men of Nin'eveh will arise at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater
than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will arise at
the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater
than Solomon is here. When the unclean spirit has
gone out of a man, he passes through waterless places
seeking rest, but he finds none. Then he says, ‘T will
return to my house from which I came.” And when he
comes he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then
he goes and brings with him seven other spirits more
evil than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and
the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.
So shall it be also with this evil generation.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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