
YEAR 1, JANUARY 3: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went toward Har'an. And 
he came to a certain place, and stayed there that night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of  the stones of  
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place to sleep. And he dreamed that there was a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of  it reached to 
heaven; and behold, the angels of  God were ascending
and descending on it! And behold, the LORD stood 
above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of  
Abraham your father and the God of  Isaac; the land 
on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
descendants; and your descendants shall be like the 
dust of  the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 
west and to the east and to the north and to the south;
and by you and your descendants shall all the families 
of  the earth bless themselves. Behold, I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done that of  which I have spoken to you.” Then Jacob
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in 
this place; and I did not know it.” And he was afraid, 
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and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of  God, and this is the gate of  
heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he 
took the stone which he had put under his head and 
set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of  it. He
called the name of  that place Bethel; but the name of  
the city was Luz at the first. Then Jacob made a vow, 
saying, “If  God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and 
clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s 
house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, and 
this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house; and of  all that thou givest me I will give 
the tenth to thee.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
These all died in faith, not having received what was 
promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar, 
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and
exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If  they had 
been thinking of  that land from which they had gone 
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as
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it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared for them a city. By faith 
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was ready to offer 
up his only son, of  whom it was said, “Through Isaac 
shall your descendants be named.” He considered that 
God was able to raise men even from the dead; hence, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith 
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By 
faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of  the sons of  
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of  his staff. 
By faith Joseph, at the end of  his life, made mention 
of  the exodus of  the Israelites and gave directions 
concerning his burial.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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