
YEAR 1, DECEMBER 30: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
The son of  the woman, the mistress of  the house at 
Zar'ephath, became ill; and his illness was so severe 
that there was no breath left in him. And she said to 
Eli'jah, “What have you against me, O man of  God? 
You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of  my son!” 
And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took 
him from her bosom, and carried him up into the 
upper chamber, where he lodged, and laid him upon 
his own bed. And he cried to the LORD, “O LORD my 
God, hast thou brought calamity even upon the widow
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?” Then he 
stretched himself  upon the child three times, and cried
to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child's soul 
come into him again.” And the LORD hearkened to 
the voice of  Eli'jah; and the soul of  the child came 
into him again, and he revived. And Eli'jah took the 
child, and brought him down from the upper chamber
into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and 
Eli'jah said, “See, your son lives.” And the woman said 
to Eli'jah, “Now I know that you are a man of  God, 
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and that the word of  the LORD in your mouth is 
truth.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
They went each to his own house, but Jesus went to 
the Mount of  Olives. Early in the morning he came 
again to the temple; all the people came to him, and he
sat down and taught them. The scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in 
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of  
adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to 
stone such. What do you say about her?” This they 
said to test him, that they might have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his 
finger on the ground. And as they continued to ask 
him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is 
without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” And once more he bent down and wrote with his
finger on the ground. But when they heard it, they 
went away, one by one, beginning with the eldest, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before 
him. Jesus looked up and said to her, “Woman, where 
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are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No 
one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you; go, and do not sin again.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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