
YEAR 1, ADVENT 1, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
The vision of  Isaiah the son of  Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of  
Uzzi'ah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki'ah, kings of  Judah. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord 
has spoken: “Sons have I reared and brought up, but 
they have rebelled against me. The ox knows its 
owner, and the ass its master’s crib; but Israel does not
know, my people does not understand.” Ah, sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of  
evildoers, sons who deal corruptly! They have forsaken
the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of  Israel, 
they are utterly estranged. Why will you still be 
smitten, that you continue to rebel? The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of  the 
foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but 
bruises and sores and bleeding wounds; they are not 
pressed out, or bound up, or softened with oil. Your 
country lies desolate, your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence aliens devour your land; it is 
desolate, as overthrown by aliens. And the daughter of
Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a 
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cucumber field, like a besieged city. If  the Lord of  
hosts had not left us a few survivors, we should have 
been like Sodom, and become like Gomor'rah.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Letter of  Peter
This is now the second letter that I have written to 
you, beloved, and in both of  them I have aroused your
sincere mind by way of  reminder; that you should 
remember the predictions of  the holy prophets and 
the commandment of  the Lord and Savior through 
your apostles. First of  all you must understand this, 
that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 
following their own passions and saying, “Where is the
promise of  his coming? For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things have continued as they were from the 
beginning of  creation.” They deliberately ignore this 
fact, that by the word of  God heavens existed long 
ago, and an earth formed out of  water and by means 
of  water, through which the world that then existed 
was deluged with water and perished. But by the same 
word the heavens and earth that now exist have been 
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of  
judgment and destruction of  ungodly men. But do not
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ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. The Lord is not slow about his promise as some 
count slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. But the day of  the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will 
be burned up.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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