
YEAR 1, ADVENT 1, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
The words of  Amos, who was among the shepherds 
of  Teko'a, which he saw concerning Israel in the days 
of  Uzzi'ah king of  Judah and in the days of  Jerobo'am
the son of  Jo'ash, king of  Israel, two years before the 
earthquake. And he said: “The LORD roars from Zion,
and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of  
the shepherds mourn, and the top of  Carmel withers.”
Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of  
Damascus, and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; because they have threshed Gilead with 
threshing sledges of  iron. So I will send a fire upon 
the house of  Haz'ael, and it shall devour the 
strongholds of  Ben-ha'dad. I will break the bar of  
Damascus, and cut off  the inhabitants from the Valley 
of  Aven, and him that holds the scepter from Beth-
eden; and the people of  Syria shall go into exile to 
Kir,” says the LORD. Thus says the LORD: “For three 
transgressions of  the Ammonites, and for four, I will 
not revoke the punishment; because they have ripped 
up women with child in Gilead, that they might 
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enlarge their border. So I will kindle a fire in the wall 
of  Rabbah, and it shall devour her strongholds, with 
shouting in the day of  battle, with a tempest in the day
of  the whirlwind; and their king shall go into exile, he 
and his princes together,” says the LORD. Thus says 
the LORD: “For three transgressions of  Moab, and for 
four, I will not revoke the punishment; because he 
burned to lime the bones of  the king of  Edom. So I 
will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the 
strongholds of  Ker'ioth, and Moab shall die amid 
uproar, amid shouting and the sound of  the trumpet; I
will cut off  the ruler from its midst, and will slay all its 
princes with him,” says the LORD. Thus says the 
LORD: “For three transgressions of  Judah, and for 
four, I will not revoke the punishment; because they 
have rejected the law of  the LORD, and have not kept 
his statutes, but their lies have led them astray, after 
which their fathers walked. So I will send a fire upon 
Judah, and it shall devour the strongholds of  
Jerusalem.” Thus says the LORD: “For three 
transgressions of  Israel, and for four, I will not revoke
the punishment; because they sell the righteous for 
silver, and the needy for a pair of  shoes
—they that trample the head of  the poor into the dust
of  the earth, and turn aside the way of  the afflicted; a 
man and his father go in to the same maiden, so that 
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my holy name is profaned; they lay themselves down 
beside every altar upon garments taken in pledge; and 
in the house of  their God they drink the wine of  
those who have been fined.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the disciples, “The kingdom of  heaven 
shall be compared to ten maidens who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of  them
were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of  oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 
But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those 
maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. And the 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of  your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 
‘Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for you; 
go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the 
marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterward the 
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other maidens came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 
us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction: The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of  deep darkness, on 
them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation,
thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as 
with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil. For the yoke of  his burden, and the 
staff  for his shoulder, the rod of  his oppressor, thou 
hast broken as on the day of  Mid'ian. For every boot 
of  the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government will be upon his shoulder, and his 
name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.” Of  the 
increase of  his government and of  peace there will be 
no end, upon the throne of  David, and over his 
kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice 
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and with righteousness from this time forth and for 
evermore. The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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