
YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Let me sing for my beloved a love song concerning his
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 
hill. He digged it and cleared it of  stones, and planted 
it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst
of  it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for
it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, 
O inhabitants of  Jerusalem and men of  Judah, judge, I
pray you, between me and my vineyard. What more 
was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done 
in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it 
yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be 
trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be 
pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it. For the vineyard of  the LORD of  hosts is the 
house of  Israel, and the men of  Judah are his pleasant 
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, a cry!
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Letter of  Peter
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what 
sort of  persons ought you to be in lives of  holiness 
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming 
of  the day of  God, because of  which the heavens will 
be kindled and dissolved, and the elements will melt 
with fire! But according to his promise we wait for 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these, be
zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, 
and at peace. And count the forbearance of  our Lord 
as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to
you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of  
this as he does in all his letters. There are some things 
in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other scriptures. You therefore, beloved, knowing this 
beforehand, beware lest you be carried away with the 
error of  lawless men and lose your own stability. But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of  our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and 
to the day of  eternity. Amen.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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