
YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Woe to those who join house to house, who add field 
to field, until there is no more room, and you are made
to dwell alone in the midst of  the land. The LORD of  
hosts has sworn in my hearing: “Surely many houses 
shall be desolate, large and beautiful houses, without 
inhabitant. For ten acres of  vineyard shall yield but 
one bath, and a homer of  seed shall yield but an 
ephah.” Woe to those who rise early in the morning, 
that they may run after strong drink, who tarry late 
into the evening till wine inflames them! They have 
lyre and harp, timbrel and flute and wine at their 
feasts; but they do not regard the deeds of  the LORD, 
or see the work of  his hands. Woe to those who draw 
iniquity with cords of  falsehood, who draw sin as with
cart ropes, who say: “Let him make haste, let him 
speed his work that we may see it; let the purpose of  
the Holy One of  Israel draw near, and let it come, that
we may know it!” Woe to those who call evil good and
good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and 
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shrewd in their own sight! Woe to those who are 
heroes at drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing 
strong drink, who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and 
deprive the innocent of  his right!
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Thessalonians
As to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no
need to have anything written to you. For you 
yourselves know well that the day of  the Lord will 
come like a thief  in the night. When people say, 
“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction
will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman 
with child, and there will be no escape. But you are not
in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like 
a thief. For you are all sons of  light and sons of  the 
day; we are not of  the night or of  darkness. So then let
us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober. For those who sleep sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk are drunk at night. But, since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of  faith and love, and for a helmet the 
hope of  salvation. For God has not destined us for 
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wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us so that whether we wake or 
sleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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