
YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Amos
I saw the LORD standing beside the altar, and he said: 
“Smite the capitals until the thresholds shake, and 
shatter them on the heads of  all the people; and what 
are left of  them I will slay with the sword; not one of  
them shall flee away, not one of  them shall escape. 
Though they dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand 
take them; though they climb up to heaven, from there
I will bring them down. Though they hide themselves 
on the top of  Carmel, from there I will search out and
take them; and though they hide from my sight at the 
bottom of  the sea, there I will command the serpent, 
and it shall bite them. And though they go into 
captivity before their enemies, there I will command 
the sword, and it shall slay them; and I will set my eyes
upon them for evil and not for good.” The Lord, GOD

of  hosts, he who touches the earth and it melts, and all
who dwell in it mourn, and all of  it rises like the Nile, 
and sinks again, like the Nile of  Egypt; who builds his 
upper chambers in the heavens, and founds his vault 
upon the earth; who calls for the waters of  the sea, 
and pours them out upon the surface of  the earth—
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the LORD is his name. “Are you not like the Ethiopians
to me, O people of  Israel?” says the LORD. “Did I not
bring up Israel from the land of  Egypt, and the 
Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir? 
Behold, the eyes of  the Lord GOD are upon the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from the surface of  the 
ground; except that I will not utterly destroy the house
of  Jacob,” says the LORD. “For lo, I will command, 
and shake the house of  Israel among all the nations as 
one shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall upon 
the earth. All the sinners of  my people shall die by the 
sword, who say, ‘Evil shall not overtake or meet us.’ ” 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Now the feast of  Unleavened Bread drew near, which 
is called the Passover. And the chief  priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to put Jesus to death; for 
they feared the people. Then Satan entered into Judas 
called Iscariot, who was of  the number of  the twelve; 
he went away and conferred with the chief  priests and 
officers how he might betray him to them. And they 
were glad, and engaged to give him money. So he 
agreed, and sought an opportunity to betray him to 
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them in the absence of  the multitude. Then came the 
day of  Unleavened Bread, on which the passover lamb
had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, 
saying, “Go and prepare the passover for us, that we 
may eat it.” They said to him, “Where will you have us 
prepare it?” He said to them, “Behold, when you have 
entered the city, a man carrying a jar of  water will meet
you; follow him into the house which he enters, and 
tell the householder, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where 
is the guest room, where I am to eat the passover with 
my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished; there make ready.” And they went, 
and found it as he had told them; and they prepared 
the passover.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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