
YEAR 1, ADVENT 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
And the angel who talked with me came again, and 
waked me, like a man that is wakened out of  his sleep. 
And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, 
and behold, a lampstand all of  gold, with a bowl on 
the top of  it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on
each of  the lamps which are on the top of  it. And 
there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of  the 
bowl and the other on its left.” And I said to the angel 
who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” Then 
the angel who talked with me answered me, “Do you 
not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then
he said to me, “This is the word of  the LORD to 
Zerub'babel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, says the LORD of  hosts. What are you, O great 
mountain? Before Zerub'babel you shall become a 
plain; and he shall bring forward the top stone amid 
shouts of  ‘Grace, grace to it!’” Moreover the word of  
the LORD came to me, saying, “The hands of  
Zerub'babel have laid the foundation of  this house; 
his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know 
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that the LORD of  hosts has sent me to you. For 
whoever has despised the day of  small things shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of  
Zerub'babel. “These seven are the eyes of  the LORD, 
which range through the whole earth.” Then I said to 
him, “What are these two olive trees on the right and 
the left of  the lampstand?” And a second time I said 
to him, “What are these two branches of  the olive 
trees, which are beside the two golden pipes from 
which the oil is poured out?” He said to me, “Do you 
not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then
he said, “These are the two anointed who stand by the 
Lord of  the whole earth.” Again I lifted my eyes and 
saw, and behold, a flying scroll! And he said to me, 
“What do you see?” I answered, “I see a flying scroll; 
its length is twenty cubits, and its breadth ten cubits.” 
Then he said to me, “This is the curse that goes out 
over the face of  the whole land; for every one who 
steals shall be cut off  henceforth according to it, and 
every one who swears falsely shall be cut off  
henceforth according to it. I will send it forth, says the
LORD of  hosts, and it shall enter the house of  the 
thief, and the house of  him who swears falsely by my 
name; and it 
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shall abide in his house and consume it, both timber 
and stones.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of  
the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you he who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf  hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them. And blessed is he 
who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus 
began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to behold? A reed 
shaken by the wind? Why then did you go out? To see 
a man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, those who 
wear soft raiment are in kings’ houses. Why then did 
you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is he of  whom it is written, 
‘Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who 
shall prepare thy way before thee.’ Truly, I say to you, 
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among those born of  women there has risen no one 
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the
kingdom of  heaven is greater than he. From the days 
of  John the Baptist until now the kingdom of  heaven 
has suffered violence, and men of  violence take it by 
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John; and if  you are willing to accept it, he is 
Eli'jah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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