
YEAR 1, ADVENT 4, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER
December 24 has its own proper appointed for Morning Prayer.

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
“Whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he 
explain the message? Those who are weaned from the 
milk, those taken from the breast? For it is precept 
upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 
line upon line, here a little, there a little.” Nay, but by 
men of  strange lips and with an alien tongue the 
LORD will speak to this people, to whom he has said, 
“This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”;
yet they would not hear. Therefore the word of  the 
LORD will be to them precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a 
little, there a little; that they may go, and fall backward,
and be broken, and snared, and taken. Therefore hear 
the word of  the LORD, you scoffers, who rule this 
people in Jerusalem! Because you have said, “We have 
made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have 
an agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes 
through it will not come to us; for we have made lies 
our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
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therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am 
laying in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, of  a sure foundation: ‘He who
believes will not be in haste.’ And I will make justice 
the line, and righteousness the plummet; and hail will 
sweep away the refuge of  lies, and waters will 
overwhelm the shelter.” Then your covenant with 
death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol 
will not stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes 
through you will be beaten down by it. As often as it 
passes through it will take you; for morning by 
morning it will pass through, by day and by night; and 
it will be sheer terror to understand the message. For 
the bed is too short to stretch oneself  on it, and the 
covering too narrow to wrap oneself  in it. For the 
LORD will rise up as on Mount Pera'zim, he will be 
wroth as in the valley of  Gibeon; to do his deed—
strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his 
work! Now therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds be 
made strong; for I have heard a decree of  destruction 
from the Lord GOD of  hosts upon the whole land.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
Then came one of  the seven angels who had the seven
bowls full of  the seven last plagues, and spoke to me, 
saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of  
the Lamb.” And in the Spirit he carried me away to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of  heaven from God, 
having the glory of  God, its radiance like a most rare 
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high 
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of  the twelve tribes of  the 
sons of  Israel were inscribed; on the east three gates, 
on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and 
on the west three gates. And the wall of  the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of  
the twelve apostles of  the Lamb. And he who talked 
to me had a measuring rod of  gold to measure the city
and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its 
length the same as its breadth; and he measured the 
city with his rod, twelve thousand stadia; its length and
breadth and height are equal. He also measured its 
wall, a hundred and forty-four cubits by a man’s 
measure, that is, an angel’s. The wall was built of  
jasper, while the city was pure gold, clear as glass. The 
foundations of  the wall of  the city were adorned with 
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every jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of  the gates made of  a single 
pearl, and the street of  the city was pure gold, 
transparent as glass.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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