
YEAR 1, ADVENT 4, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

Please note the church pronunciation for Baruch: 
“BAR-uhk”

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Bar'uch
“Take courage, my children, cry to God, and he will 
deliver you from the power and hand of  the enemy. 
For I have put my hope in the Everlasting to save you, 
and joy has come to me from the Holy One, because 
of  the mercy which soon will come to you from your 
everlasting Savior. For I sent you out with sorrow and 
weeping, but God will give you back to me with joy 
and gladness for ever. For as the neighbors of  Zion 
have now seen your capture, so they soon will see your
salvation by God, which will come to you with great 
glory and with the splendor of  the Everlasting. My 
children, endure with patience the wrath that has come
upon you from God. Your enemy has overtaken you, 
but you will soon see their destruction and will tread 
upon their necks. My tender sons have traveled rough 
roads; they were taken away like a flock carried off  by 
the enemy. Take courage, my children, and cry to God,
for you will be remembered by him who brought this 
upon you. For just as you purposed to go astray from 
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God, return with tenfold zeal to seek him. For he who
brought these calamities upon you will bring you 
everlasting joy with your salvation.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and 
she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and 
kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child; and they would have
named him Zechari'ah after his father, but his mother 
said, “Not so; he shall be called John.” And they said 
to her, “None of  your kindred is called by this name.” 
And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he 
would have him called. And he asked for a writing 
tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all 
marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and
his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And 
fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things 
were talked about through all the hill country of  Judea;
and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of
the Lord was with him.
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The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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