
YEAR 1, CHRISTMAS 1, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
There was a certain man of  Ramatha'im-zo'phim of  
the hill country of  E'phraim, whose name was 
Elka'nah the son of  Jero'ham, son of  Eli'hu, son of  
To'hu, son of  Zuph, an E'phraimite. He had two 
wives; the name of  the one was Hannah, and the name
of  the other Penin'nah. And Penin'nah had children, 
but Hannah had no children. As often as she went up 
to the house of  the LORD, Peninnah used to provoke 
her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. And 
Elka'nah, her husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do 
you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” After
they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the 
doorpost of  the temple of  the LORD. She was deeply 
distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly. 
And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of  hosts, if  
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of  thy 
maidservant, and remember me, and not forget thy 
maidservant, but wilt give to thy maidservant a son, 
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then I will give him to the LORD all the days of  his 
life, and no razor shall touch his head.” As she 
continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her 
mouth. Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her 
lips moved, and her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
took her to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to her, 
“How long will you be drunken? Put away your wine 
from you.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am 
a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul 
before the LORD. Do not regard your maidservant as a
base woman, for all along I have been speaking out of  
my great anxiety and vexation.” Then Eli answered, 
“Go in peace, and the God of  Israel grant your 
petition which you have made to him.” And she said, 
“Let your maidservant find favor in your eyes.” Then 
the woman went her way and ate, and her countenance
was no longer sad. They rose early in the morning and 
worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to 
their house at Ra'mah. And Elka'nah knew Hannah his
wife, and the LORD remembered her; and in due time 
Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his 
name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of  the 
LORD.” And the man Elka'nah and all his house went 
up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay
his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her
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husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring 
him, that he may appear in the presence of  the LORD, 
and abide there for ever.” Elka'nah her husband said 
to her, “Do what seems best to you, wait until you 
have weaned him; only, may the LORD establish his 
word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son, 
until she weaned him. And when she had weaned him,
she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old 
bull, an ephah of  flour, and a skin of  wine; and she 
brought him to the house of  the LORD at Shiloh; and 
the child was young. Then they slew the bull, and they 
brought the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! 
As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was 
standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 
For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me 
my petition which I made to him. Therefore I have 
lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is lent to 
the LORD.” And they worshiped the LORD there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now the birth of  Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with 
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child of  the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
this, behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of  David, do not fear to 
take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is of  the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of  the 
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her 
not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 
Jesus.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of  
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of  his roots. And 
the Spirit of  the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  counsel 
and might, the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the 
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LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of  the 
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of  the earth; and he shall smite the earth with 
the rod of  his mouth, and with the breath of  his lips 
he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the 
girdle of  his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of  his 
loins. The wolf  shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf  and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the 
hole of  the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of  the knowledge of  the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.

YEAR 1, 1 CHRISTMAS: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

1 SAMUEL 1:1–2, 7B–28; MATTHEW 1:18–25; ISAIAH 11:1–9


