
YEAR 1, EASTER WEEK, SATURDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead 
them by way of  the land of  the Philistines, although 
that was near; for God said, “Lest the people repent 
when they see war, and return to Egypt.” But God led 
the people round by the way of  the wilderness toward 
the Red Sea. And the people of  Israel went up out of  
the land of  Egypt equipped for battle. And Moses 
took the bones of  Joseph with him; for Joseph had 
solemnly sworn the people of  Israel, saying, “God will
visit you; then you must carry my bones with you from
here.” And they moved on from Succoth, and 
encamped at Etham, on the edge of  the wilderness. 
And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of  
cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a 
pillar of  fire to give them light, that they might travel 
by day and by night; the pillar of  cloud by day and the 
pillar of  fire by night did not depart from before the 
people. Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the 
people of  Israel to turn back and encamp in front of  
Pi-ha-hi'roth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of  
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Ba'al-ze'phon; you shall encamp over against it, by the 
sea. For Pharaoh will say of  the people of  Israel, 
‘They are entangled in the land; the wilderness has 
shut them in.’ And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and 
he will pursue them and I will get glory over Pharaoh 
and all his host; and the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the LORD.” And they did so.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples, “A little while, and you will 
see me no more; again a little while, and you will see 
me.” Some of  his disciples said to one another, “What 
is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not
see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; 
and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” They said, “What 
does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what 
he means.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him; so
he said to them, “Is this what you are asking 
yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while, and 
you will not see me, and again a little while, and you 
will see me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep 
and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a 
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woman is in travail she has sorrow, because her hour 
has come; but when she is delivered of  the child, she 
no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a child 
is born into the world. So you have sorrow now, but I 
will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy from you. In that day you will 
ask nothing of  me. Truly, truly, I say to you, if  you ask 
anything of  the Father, he will give it to you in my 
name. Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name; 
ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. I 
have said this to you in figures; the hour is coming 
when I shall no longer speak to you in figures but tell 
you plainly of  the Father. In that day you will ask in 
my name; and I do not say to you that I shall pray the 
Father for you; for the Father himself  loves you, 
because you have loved me and have believed that I 
came from the Father. I came from the Father and 
have come into the world; again, I am leaving the 
world and going to the Father.” His disciples said, “Ah,
now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure! Now 
we know that you know all things, and need none to 
question you; by this we believe that you came from 
God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 
The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will
be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave me 
alone; yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I 
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have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you have tribulation; but be of  good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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