YEAR 1, EASTER 2, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Reph'idim REF-uh-dim
Mas'sah MAS-uh
Met'ibah MAIR-uh-bah
Am'alek AM-uh-lek

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on
from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and camped at
Reph'idim; but there was no water for the people to
drink. Therefore the people found fault with Moses,
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to
them, “Why do you find fault with me? Why do you
put the LORD to the proof?” But the people thirsted
there for water, and the people murmured against
Moses, and said, “Why did you bring us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with
thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
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And the LLORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the
people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel;
and take 1n your hand the rod with which you struck
the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there
on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock,
and water shall come out of it, that the people may
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of
Israel. And he called the name of the place Mas'sah
and Mer'ibah, because of the faultfinding of the
children of Israel, and because they put the LORD to
the proof by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
Then came Am'alek and fought with Israel at
Reph'idim. And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us
men, and go out, fight with Am'alek; tomorrow I will
stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 1n my
hand.” So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought
with Am'alek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to
the top of the hill. Whenever Moses held up his hand,
Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered his hand,
Am'alek prevailed. But Moses” hands grew weary; so
they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat
upon it, and Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on
one side, and the other on the other side; so his hands
were steady until the going down of the sun. And
Joshua mowed down Am'alek and his people with the
edge of the sword. And the LORD said to Moses,
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“Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the
ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the
remembrance of Am'alek from under heaven.” And
Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The
LORD 1s my banner, saying, “A hand upon the banner
of the LORD! The LORD will have war with Am'alek
from generation to generation.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit for forty days in the
wilderness, tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing
in those days; and when they were ended, he was
hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become bread.” And
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live
by bread alone.” ” And the devil took him up, and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time, and said to him, “To you I will give
all this authority and their glory; for it has been
delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you,
then, will worship me, it shall all be yours.” And Jesus
answered him, “It 1s written, “You shall worship the
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Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”” And
he took him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle
of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down from here; for it is written,
‘He will give his angels charge of you, to guard you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you
strike your foot against a stone.” ” And Jesus answered
him, “It 1s said, “You shall not tempt the Lord your
God.” ” And when the devil had ended every
temptation, he departed from him until an opportune
time.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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