
YEAR 1, EASTER 3, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Mene MEE-ni
Tekel TEK-uhl
Parsin PAR-sin
Peres PEE-res

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said 
to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of  the exiles of  
Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. 
I have heard of  you that the spirit of  the holy gods is 
in you, and that light and understanding and excellent 
wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men, the 
enchanters, have been brought in before me to read 
this writing and make known to me its interpretation; 
but they could not show the interpretation of  the 
matter. But I have heard that you can give 
interpretations and solve problems. Now if  you can 
read the writing and make known to me its 
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple, and 
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have a chain of  gold about your neck, and shall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel answered 
before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and 
give your rewards to another; nevertheless I will read 
the writing to the king and make known to him the 
interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave 
Nebuchadnez'zar your father kingship and greatness 
and glory and majesty; and because of  the greatness 
that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages 
trembled and feared before him; whom he would he 
slew, and whom he would he kept alive; whom he 
would he raised up, and whom he would he put down. 
But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was 
hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from 
him; he was driven from among men, and his mind 
was made like that of  a beast, and his dwelling was 
with the wild asses; he was fed grass like an ox, and his
body was wet with the dew of  heaven, until he knew 
that the Most High God rules the kingdom of  men, 
and sets over it whom he will. And you his son, 
Belshaz'zar, have not humbled your heart, though you 
knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself  against 
the Lord of  heaven; and the vessels of  his house have 
been brought in before you, and you and your lords, 
your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine 
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from them; and you have praised the gods of  silver 
and gold, of  bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do 
not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is
your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not
honored. “Then from his presence the hand was sent, 
and this writing was inscribed. And this is the writing 
that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and 
PARSIN. This is the interpretation of  the matter: 
MENE, God has numbered the days of  your kingdom
and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been 
weighed in the balances and found wanting; PERES, 
your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians.” Then Belshaz'zar commanded, and Daniel 
was clothed with purple, a chain of  gold was put about
his neck, and proclamation was made concerning him, 
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. That 
very night Belshaz'zar the Chalde'an king was slain.  
And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being 
about sixty-two years old.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
I write this to you who believe in the name of  the Son 
of  God, that you may know that you have eternal life. 
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And this is the confidence which we have in him, that 
if  we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 
And if  we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, 
we know that we have obtained the requests made of  
him. If  any one sees his brother committing what is 
not a mortal sin, he will ask, and God will give him life
for those whose sin is not mortal. There is sin which is
mortal; I do not say that one is to pray for that. All 
wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.
We know that any one born of  God does not sin, but 
He who was born of  God keeps him, and the evil one 
does not touch him. We know that we are of  God, and
the whole world is in the power of  the evil one. And 
we know that the Son of  God has come and has given
us understanding, to know him who is true; and we are
in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God and eternal life. Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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