
YEAR 1, EASTER 4, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
“All those things have vanished like a shadow, and like 
a rumor that passes by; like a ship that sails through 
the billowy water, and when it has passed no trace can 
be found, nor track of  its keel in the waves; or as, 
when a bird flies through the air, no evidence of  its 
passage is found; the light air, lashed by the beat of  its 
pinions and pierced by the force of  its rushing flight, 
is traversed by the movement of  its wings, and 
afterward no sign of  its coming is found there; or as, 
when an arrow is shot at a target, the air, thus divided, 
comes together at once, so that no one knows its 
pathway. So we also, as soon as we were born, ceased 
to be, and we had no sign of  virtue to show, but were 
consumed in our wickedness.” Because the hope of  
the ungodly man is like chaff  carried by the wind, and 
like a light hoarfrost driven away by a storm; it is 
dispersed like smoke before the wind, and it passes like
the remembrance of  a guest who stays but a day. But 
the righteous live for ever, and their reward is with the 
Lord; the Most High takes care of  them. Therefore 
they will receive a glorious crown and a beautiful 
YEAR 1, EASTER 4, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

WISDOM 5:9–23; COLOSSIANS 2:8–23



diadem from the hand of  the Lord, because with his 
right hand he will cover them, and with his arm he will
shield them. The Lord will take his zeal as his whole 
armor, and will arm all creation to repel his enemies; 
he will put on righteousness as a breastplate, and wear 
impartial justice as a helmet; he will take holiness as an
invincible shield, and sharpen stern wrath for a sword, 
and creation will join with him to fight against the 
madmen. Shafts of  lightning will fly with true aim, and
will leap to the target as from a well-drawn bow of  
clouds, and hailstones full of  wrath will be hurled as 
from a catapult; the water of  the sea will rage against 
them, and rivers will relentlessly overwhelm them; a 
mighty wind will rise against them, and like a tempest 
it will winnow them away. Lawlessness will lay waste 
the whole earth, and evil-doing will overturn the 
thrones of  rulers.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Colossians
See to it that no one makes a prey of  you by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of  the 
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universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the 
whole fulness of  deity dwells bodily, and you have 
come to fulness of  life in him, who is the head of  all 
rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, by putting 
off  the body of  flesh in the circumcision of  Christ; 
and you were buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the 
working of  God, who raised him from the dead. And 
you, who were dead in trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of  your flesh, God made alive together
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having 
canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal
demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the principalities and powers and made a 
public example of  them, triumphing over them in him.
Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in 
questions of  food and drink or with regard to a 
festival or a new moon or a sabbath. These are only a 
shadow of  what is to come; but the substance belongs
to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-
abasement and worship of  angels, taking his stand on 
visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous 
mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom 
the whole body, nourished and knit together through 
its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is 
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from God. If  with Christ you died to the elemental 
spirits of  the universe, why do you live as if  you still 
belonged to the world? Why do you submit to 
regulations, “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not 
touch” (referring to things which all perish as they are 
used), according to human precepts and doctrines? 
These have indeed an appearance of  wisdom in 
promoting rigor of  devotion and self-abasement and 
severity to the body, but they are of  no value in 
checking the indulgence of  the flesh.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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