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YEAR 1, EASTER 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Aza'zel   uh-ZAY-zel 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Leviticus 
The LORD spoke to Moses, after the death of the two 
sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD 
and died; and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron 
your brother not to come at all times into the holy 
place within the veil, before the mercy seat which is 
upon the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy seat. But thus shall Aaron come into 
the holy place: with a young bull for a sin offering and 
a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put on the holy 
linen coat, and shall have the linen breeches on his 
body, be girded with the linen girdle, and wear the 
linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall 
bathe his body in water, and then put them on. And 
he shall take from the congregation of the people of 
Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram 
for a burnt offering. And Aaron shall offer the bull as 
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a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement 
for himself and for his house. Then he shall take the 
two goats, and set them before the LORD at the door 
of the tent of meeting; and Aaron shall cast lots upon 
the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot 
for Aza'zel. And Aaron shall present the goat on 
which the lot fell for the LORD, and offer it as a sin 
offering; but the goat on which the lot fell for Aza'zel 
shall be presented alive before the LORD to make 
atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the 
wilderness to Aza'zel. Aaron shall present the bull as a 
sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for 
himself and for his house; he shall kill the bull as a sin 
offering for himself. And he shall take a censer full of 
coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two 
handfuls of sweet incense beaten small; and he shall 
bring it within the veil and put the incense on the fire 
before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may 
cover the mercy seat which is upon the testimony, lest 
he die; and he shall take some of the blood of the bull, 
and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the 
mercy seat, and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle 
the blood with his finger seven times. Then he shall 
kill the goat of the sin offering which is for the people, 
and bring its blood within the veil, and do with its 
blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it 
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upon the mercy seat and before the mercy seat; thus 
he shall make atonement for the holy place, because of 
the uncleannesses of the people of Israel, and because 
of their transgressions, all their sins; and so he shall do 
for the tent of meeting, which abides with them in the 
midst of their uncleannesses. There shall be no man in 
the tent of meeting when he enters to make atonement 
in the holy place until he comes out and has made 
atonement for himself and for his house and for all 
the assembly of Israel. Then he shall go out to the altar 
which is before the LORD and make atonement for it, 
and shall take some of the blood of the bull and of the 
blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar 
round about. And he shall sprinkle some of the blood 
upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and 
hallow it from the uncleannesses of the people of 
Israel.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and 
he went into the Pharisee’s house, and took his place 
at table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a 
sinner, when she learned that he was at table in the 
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Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of 
ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears, and 
wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed his 
feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when 
the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have 
known who and what sort of woman this is who is 
touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus 
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to 
say to you.” And he answered, “What is it, Teacher?” 
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could 
not pay, he forgave them both. Now which of them 
will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I 
suppose, to whom he forgave more.” And he said to 
him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward 
the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house, you gave me no water 
for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but 
from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my 
feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 
anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, 
her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And 
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he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those 
who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 
And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


