
YEAR 1, EASTER 5, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
The worship of  idols not to be named is the beginning
and cause and end of  every evil. For their worshipers 
either rave in exultation, or prophesy lies, or live 
unrighteously, or readily commit perjury; for because 
they trust in lifeless idols they swear wicked oaths and 
expect to suffer no harm. But just penalties will 
overtake them on two counts: because they thought 
wickedly of  God in devoting themselves to idols, and 
because in deceit they swore unrighteously through 
contempt for holiness. For it is not the power of  the 
things by which men swear, but the just penalty for 
those who sin, that always pursues the transgression 
of  the unrighteous. But thou, our God, art kind and 
true, patient, and ruling all things in mercy. For even if
we sin we are thine, knowing thy power; but we will 
not sin, because we know that we are accounted thine. 
For to know thee is complete righteousness, and to 
know thy power is the root of  immortality.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but
not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may 
eat anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables. 
Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and 
let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who 
eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of  another? It is before his 
own master that he stands or falls. And he will be 
upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand. One 
man esteems one day as better than another, while 
another man esteems all days alike. Let every one be 
fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes the
day, observes it in honor of  the Lord. He also who 
eats, eats in honor of  the Lord, since he gives thanks 
to God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor of  
the Lord and gives thanks to God. None of  us lives to
himself, and none of  us dies to himself. If  we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if  we die, we die to the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that
he might be Lord both of  the dead and of  the living. 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother? For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of  God; for it is 
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written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow 
to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So 
each of  us shall give account of  himself  to God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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