
YEAR 1, EASTER 7, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The Spirit spoke with me and said to me, “You, O son
of  man, take a brick and lay it before you, and portray 
upon it a city, even Jerusalem; and put siegeworks 
against it, and build a siege wall against it, and cast up 
a mound against it; set camps also against it, and plant 
battering rams against it round about. And take an 
iron plate, and place it as an iron wall between you and
the city; and set your face toward it, and let it be in a 
state of  siege, and press the siege against it. This is a 
sign for the house of  Israel. Then lie upon your left 
side, and I will lay the punishment of  the house of  
Israel upon you; for the number of  the days that you 
lie upon it, you shall bear their punishment.  For I 
assign to you a number of  days, three hundred and 
ninety days, equal to the number of  the years of  their 
punishment; so long shall you bear the punishment of  
the house of  Israel. And when you have completed 
these, you shall lie down a second time, but on your 
right side, and bear the punishment of  the house of  
Judah; forty days I assign you, a day for each year. And
you shall set your face toward the siege of  Jerusalem, 
YEAR 1, EASTER 7, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

EZEKIEL 4:1–17; HEBREWS 6:1–12



with your arm bared; and you shall prophesy against 
the city. And, behold, I will put cords upon you, so 
that you cannot turn from one side to the other, till 
you have completed the days of  your siege. And you, 
take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and 
spelt, and put them into a single vessel, and make 
bread of  them. During the number of  days that you lie
upon your side, three hundred and ninety days, you 
shall eat it. And the food which you eat shall be by 
weight, twenty shekels a day; once a day you shall eat 
it. And water you shall drink by measure, the sixth part
of  a hin; once a day you shall drink. And you shall eat 
it as a barley cake, baking it in their sight on human 
dung.” And the LORD said, “Thus shall the people of  
Israel eat their bread unclean, among the nations 
whither I will drive them.” Then I said, “Ah Lord 
GOD! behold, I have never defiled myself; from my 
youth up till now I have never eaten what died of  
itself  or was torn by beasts, nor has foul flesh come 
into my mouth.” Then he said to me, “See, I will let 
you have cow’s dung instead of  human dung, on 
which you may prepare your bread.” Moreover he said 
to me, “Son of  man, behold, I will break the staff  of  
bread in Jerusalem; they shall eat bread by weight and 
with fearfulness; and they shall drink water by measure
and in dismay. I will do this that they may lack bread 
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and water, and look at one another in dismay, and 
waste away under their punishment.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Let us leave the elementary doctrine of  Christ and go 
on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of  
repentance from dead works and of  faith toward God,
with instruction about ablutions, the laying on of  
hands, the resurrection of  the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And this we will do if  God permits. For it is
impossible to restore again to repentance those who 
have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of  the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of  the word of  
God and the powers of  the age to come, if  they then 
commit apostasy, since they crucify the Son of  God 
on their own account and hold him up to contempt. 
For land which has drunk the rain that often falls upon
it, and brings forth vegetation useful to those for 
whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from 
God. But if  it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless 
and near to being cursed; its end is to be burned. 
Though we speak thus, yet in your case, beloved, we 
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feel sure of  better things that belong to salvation. For 
God is not so unjust as to overlook your work and the 
love which you showed for his sake in serving the 
saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of  you 
to show the same earnestness in realizing the full 
assurance of  hope until the end, so that you may not 
be sluggish, but imitators of  those who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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