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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “As for you, my 
flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge 
between sheep and sheep, rams and he-goats. Is it not 
enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you 
must tread down with your feet the rest of  your 
pasture; and to drink of  clear water, that you must foul
the rest with your feet? And must my sheep eat what 
you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you 
have fouled with your feet? Therefore, thus says the 
Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself  will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you
push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak 
with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, I 
will save my flock, they shall no longer be a prey; and I
will judge between sheep and sheep. And I will set up 
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the 
LORD, have spoken. I will make with them a covenant 
of  peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that 
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they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in 
the woods. And I will make them and the places round
about my hill a blessing; and I will send down the 
showers in their season; they shall be showers of  
blessing. And the trees of  the field shall yield their 
fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase, and they 
shall be secure in their land; and they shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I break the bars of  their yoke, and
deliver them from the hand of  those who enslaved 
them. They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor
shall the beasts of  the land devour them; they shall 
dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. And I
will provide for them prosperous plantations so that 
they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the 
land, and no longer suffer the reproach of  the nations.
And they shall know that I, the LORD their God, am 
with them, and that they, the house of  Israel, are my 
people, says the Lord GOD. And you are my sheep, the
sheep of  my pasture, and I am your God, says the 
Lord GOD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
The point in what we are saying is this: we have such a 
high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of  the 
throne of  the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man 
but by the Lord. For every high priest is appointed to 
offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this 
priest also to have something to offer. Now if  he were
on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are
priests who offer gifts according to the law. They serve
a copy and shadow of  the heavenly sanctuary; for 
when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was 
instructed by God, saying, “See that you make 
everything according to the pattern which was shown 
you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained 
a ministry which is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is 
enacted on better promises. For if  that first covenant 
had been faultless, there would have been no occasion 
for a second. For he finds fault with them when he 
says: “The days will come, says the Lord, when I will 
establish a new covenant with the house of  Israel and 
with the house of  Judah; not like the covenant that I 
made with their fathers on the day when I took them 
by the hand to lead them out of  the land of  Egypt; for
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they did not continue in my covenant, and so I paid no
heed to them, says the Lord. This is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of  Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and 
write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. And they shall not teach every
one his fellow or every one his brother, saying, ‘Know 
the Lord,’ for all shall know me, from the least of  
them to the greatest. For I will be merciful toward 
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more.” In speaking of  a new covenant he treats the 
first as obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish away.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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