
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 2, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. The fear of  you
and the dread of  you shall be upon every beast of  the 
earth, and upon every bird of  the air, upon everything 
that creeps on the ground and all the fish of  the sea; 
into your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing 
that lives shall be food for you; and as I gave you the 
green plants, I give you everything. Only you shall not 
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. For your 
lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning; of  every 
beast I will require it and of  man; of  every man’s 
brother I will require the life of  man. Whoever sheds 
the blood of  man, by man shall his blood be shed; for 
God made man in his own image. And you, be fruitful
and multiply, bring forth abundantly on the earth and 
multiply in it.” Then God said to Noah and to his sons
with him, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and 
every beast of  the earth with you, as many as came out
of  the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that 
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never again shall all flesh be cut off  by the waters of  a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of  the 
covenant which I make between me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a
sign of  the covenant between me and the earth. When
I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my covenant which is 
between me and you and every living creature of  all 
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I 
will look upon it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of  all 
flesh that is upon the earth.” God said to Noah, “This 
is the sign of  the covenant which I have established 
between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Jesus went home; and the crowd came together again, 
so that they could not even eat. And when his family 
heard it, they went out to seize him, for people were 
saying, “He is beside himself.” And the scribes who 
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came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by 
Be-el'zebul, and by the prince of  demons he casts out 
the demons.” And he called them to him, and said to 
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If  a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. And if  a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. And if  Satan has risen 
up against himself  and is divided, he cannot stand, but
is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first 
binds the strong man; then indeed he may plunder his 
house. “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the 
sons of  men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of  an eternal sin”—for they 
had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” And his mother 
and his brothers came; and standing outside they sent 
to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting about 
him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your 
brothers are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking 
around on those who sat about him, he said, “Here are
my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of
God is my brother, and sister, and mother.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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