
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 3, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD: “Where is your mother’s bill of  
divorce, with which I put her away? Or which of  my 
creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for 
your iniquities you were sold, and for your 
transgressions your mother was put away. Why, when I
came, was there no man? When I called, was there no 
one to answer? Is my hand shortened, that it cannot 
redeem? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, by my
rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a desert; 
their fish stink for lack of  water, and die of  thirst. I 
clothe the heavens with blackness, and make sackcloth 
their covering.” The Lord GOD has given me the 
tongue of  those who are taught, that I may know how 
to sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by 
morning he wakens, he wakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, I turned not backward. I gave
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I hid not my face from shame 
and spitting. For the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been confounded; therefore I have set my 
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face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my
adversary? Let him come near to me. Behold, the Lord
GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all 
of  them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat
them up. Who among you fears the LORD and obeys 
the voice of  his servant, who walks in darkness and 
has no light, yet trusts in the name of  the LORD and 
relies upon his God? Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 
who set brands alight! Walk by the light of  your fire, 
and by the brands which you have kindled! This shall 
you have from my hand: you shall lie down in torment.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
To give a human example, brethren: no one annuls 
even a mans’ will, or adds to it, once it has been 
ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham 
and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to 
offsprings,” referring to many; but, referring to one, 
“And to your offspring,” which is Christ. This is what 
I mean: the law, which came four hundred and thirty 
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years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously 
ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. For if
the inheritance is by the law, it is no longer by promise;
but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. Why then 
the law? It was added because of  transgressions, till 
the offspring should come to whom the promise had 
been made; and it was ordained by angels through an 
intermediary. Now an intermediary implies more than 
one; but God is one. Is the law then against the 
promises of  God? Certainly not; for if  a law had been 
given which could make alive, then righteousness 
would indeed be by the law. But the scripture 
consigned all things to sin, that what was promised to 
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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