
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, THURSDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Sarah lived a hundred and twenty-seven years; these 
were the years of  the life of  Sarah. And Sarah died at 
Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, Hebron) in the land of  Canaan; 
and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep
for her. And Abraham rose up from before his dead, 
and said to the Hittites, “I am a stranger and a 
sojourner among you; give me property among you for
a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of  my 
sight.” The Hittites answered Abraham, “Hear us, my 
lord; you are a mighty prince among us. Bury your 
dead in the choicest of  our sepulchres; none of  us will
withhold from you his sepulchre, or hinder you from 
burying your dead.” Abraham rose and bowed to the 
Hittites, the people of  the land. And he said to them, 
“If  you are willing that I should bury my dead out of  
my sight, hear me, and entreat for me Ephron the son 
of  Zohar, that he may give me the cave of  Mach-
pe'lah, which he owns; it is at the end of  his field. For 
the full price let him give it to me in your presence as a
possession for a burying place.” Now Ephron was 
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sitting among the Hittites; and Ephron the Hittite 
answered Abraham in the hearing of  the Hittites, of  
all who went in at the gate of  his city, “No, my lord, 
hear me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave 
that is in it; in the presence of  the sons of  my people I
give it to you; bury your dead.” Then Abraham bowed 
down before the people of  the land. And he said to 
Ephron in the hearing of  the people of  the land, “But 
if  you will, hear me; I will give the price of  the field; 
accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there.” 
Ephron answered Abraham, “My lord, listen to me; a 
piece of  land worth four hundred shekels of  silver, 
what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.” 
Abraham agreed with Ephron; and Abraham weighed 
out for Ephron the silver which he had named in the 
hearing of  the Hittites, four hundred shekels of  silver, 
according to the weights current among the 
merchants. So the field of  Ephron in Mach-pe'lah, 
which was to the east of  Mamre, the field with the 
cave which was in it and all the trees that were in the 
field, throughout its whole area, was made over to 
Abraham as a possession in the presence of  the 
Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of  his city. 
After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave 
of  the field of  Mach-pe'lah east of  Mamre (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of  Canaan. The field and the cave
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that is in it were made over to Abraham as a 
possession for a burying place by the Hittites.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
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And Jesus went on with his disciples from Beth-sa'ida, 
to the villages of  Caesare'a Philip'pi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do men say that I am?” 
And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, 
Eli'jah; and others one of  the prophets.” And he asked
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Christ.” And he charged them to tell
no one about him. And he began to teach them that 
the Son of  man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief  priests and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are not on the side of  God, but of  
men.” And he called to him the multitude with his 
disciples, and said to them, “If  any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself  and take up his cross 
and follow me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can 
a man give in return for his life? For whoever is 
ashamed of  me and of  my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of  him will the Son of  man also
be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of  his Father 
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

GENESIS 23:1-20; MARK 8:27-9:1



with the holy angels.” And he said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see that the kingdom of  God 
has come with power.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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