
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 7, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
At mealtime Bo'az said to Ruth, “Come here, and eat 
some bread, and dip your morsel in the wine.” So she 
sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her parched 
grain; and she ate until she was satisfied, and she had 
some left over. When she rose to glean, Bo'az 
instructed his young men, saying, “Let her glean even 
among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. And also
pull out some from the bundles for her, and leave it 
for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.” So she 
gleaned in the field until evening; then she beat out 
what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of  
barley. And she took it up and went into the city; she 
showed her mother-in-law what she had gleaned, and 
she also brought out and gave her what food she had 
left over after being satisfied. And her mother-in-law 
said to her, “Where did you glean today? And where 
have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice
of  you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she
had worked, and said, “The man's name with whom I 
worked today is Bo'az.” And Na'omi said to her 
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 7, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

RUTH 2:14-23; 2 CORINTHIANS 3:1-18



daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the LORD, whose 
kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” 
Na'omi also said to her, “The man is a relative of  ours,
one of  our nearest kin.” And Ruth the Moabitess said, 
“Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my 
servants, till they have finished all my harvest.’” And 
Na'omi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is well, 
my daughter, that you go out with his maidens, lest in 
another field you be molested.” So she kept close to 
the maidens of  Bo'az, gleaning until the end of  the 
barley and wheat harvests; and she lived with her 
mother-in-law.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do
we need, as some do, letters of  recommendation to 
you, or from you? You yourselves are our letter of  
recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known 
and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter
from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of  the living God, not on tablets of  
stone but on tablets of  human hearts. Such is the 
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confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 
Not that we are competent of  ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our competence is from 
God, who has made us competent to be ministers of  a
new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; 
for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now 
if  the dispensation of  death, carved in letters on stone,
came with such splendor that the Israelites could not 
look at Moses’ face because of  its brightness, fading as
this was, will not the dispensation of  the Spirit be 
attended with greater splendor? For if  there was 
splendor in the dispensation of  condemnation, the 
dispensation of  righteousness must far exceed it in 
splendor. Indeed, in this case, what once had splendor 
has come to have no splendor at all, because of  the 
splendor that surpasses it. For if  what faded away 
came with splendor, what is permanent must have 
much more splendor. Since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold, not like Moses, who put a veil over his 
face so that the Israelites might not see the end of  the 
fading splendor. But their minds were hardened; for to
this day, when they read the old covenant, that same 
veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it 
taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 
veil lies over their minds; but when a man turns to the 
Lord the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
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and where the Spirit of  the Lord is, there is freedom. 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of  
the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one
degree of  glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit.
The Reader conclude: The Word of  the Lord.
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