
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 8, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins: 
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses undertook to explain the Law, saying: “When 
you beget children and children’s children, and have 
grown old in the land, if  you act corruptly by making a
graven image in the form of  anything, and by doing 
what is evil in the sight of  the LORD your God, so as 
to provoke him to anger, I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you this day, that you will soon utterly 
perish from the land which you are going over the 
Jordan to possess; you will not live long upon it, but 
will be utterly destroyed.  And the LORD will scatter 
you among the peoples, and you will be left few in 
number among the nations where the LORD will drive 
you.  And there you will serve gods of  wood and 
stone, the work of  men’s hands, that neither see, nor 
hear, nor eat, nor smell.  But from there you will seek 
the LORD your God, and you will find him, if  you 
search after him with all your heart and with all your 
soul.  When you are in tribulation, and all these things 
come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the
LORD your God and obey his voice, for the LORD 
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your God is a merciful God; he will not fail you or 
destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers 
which he swore to them.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins:
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians 
To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that!  
But whatever any one dares to boast of  – I am 
speaking as a fool – I also dare to boast of  that.  Are 
they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  So am I. 
Are they descendants of  Abraham?  So am I.  Are they
servants of  Christ?  I am a better one – I am talking 
like a madman – with far greater labors, far more 
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often 
near death.  Five times I have received at the hands of  
the Jews the forty lashes less one.  Three times I have 
been beaten with rods; once I was stoned.  Three 
times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I 
have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger
from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my 
own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, 
danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from 
false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a 
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 8, WEDNESDAY, MORNING PRAYER

DEUTERONOMY 4:25-31; 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21B-33



sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and exposure.  And, apart from other 
things, there is the daily pressure upon me of  my 
anxiety for all the churches.  Who is weak, and I am 
not weak?  Who is made to fall, and I am not 
indignant?  If  I must boast, I will boast of  the things 
that show my weakness.  The God and Father of  the 
Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do
not lie.  At Damascus, the governor under King 
Ar'etas guarded the city of  Damascus in order to seize 
me, but I was let down in a basket through a window 
in the wall, and escaped his hands.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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