
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 8, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel, and said to them, “Hear, 
O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I speak
in your hearing this day, and you shall learn them and 
be careful to do them.  The LORD our God made a 
covenant with us in Horeb.  Not with our fathers did 
the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all 
of  us here alive this day.  The LORD spoke with you 
face to face at the mountain, out of  the midst of  the 
fire, while I stood between the LORD and you at that 
time, to declare to you the word of  the LORD; for you 
were afraid because of  the fire, and you did not go up 
into the mountain.  He said: ‘I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out 
of  the house of  bondage.  You shall have no other 
gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself  a 
graven image, or any likeness of  anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow 
down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the 
fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
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generation of  those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of  those who love me and 
keep my commandments.  You shall not take the name
of  the LORD your God in vain: for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  
Observe the sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD 
your God commanded you.  Six days you shall labor, 
and do all your work; but the seventh day is a sabbath 
to the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or your 
manservant, or your maidservant, or your ox, or your 
ass, or any of  your cattle, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates, that your manservant and your 
maidservant may rest as well as you.  You shall 
remember that you were a servant in the land of  
Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out 
thence with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; 
therefore the LORD your God commanded you to 
keep the sabbath day.  Honor your father and your 
mother, as the LORD your God commanded you; that 
your days may be prolonged, and that it may go well 
with you, in the land which the LORD your God gives 
you.  You shall not kill.  Neither shall you commit 
adultery.  Neither shall you steal.  Neither shall you 
bear false witness against your neighbor.  Neither shall 
you covet your neighbor’s wife; and you shall not 
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desire your neighbor’s house, his field, or his 
manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or 
anything that is your neighbor’s.’  These words the 
LORD spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out 
of  the midst of  the fire, the cloud, and the thick 
darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. 
And he wrote them upon two tables of  stone, and 
gave them to me.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I have been a fool!  You forced me to it, for I ought to
have been commended by you.  For I was not at all 
inferior to these superlative apostles, even though I am
nothing.  The signs of  a true apostle were performed 
among you in all patience, with signs and wonders and 
mighty works.  For in what were you less favored than 
the rest of  the churches, except that I myself  did not 
burden you?  Forgive me this wrong!  Here for the 
third time I am ready to come to you.  And I will not 
be a burden, for I seek not what is yours but you; for 
children ought not to lay up for their parents, but 
parents for their children.  I will most gladly spend and
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be spent for your souls.  If  I love you the more, am I 
to be loved the less?  But granting that I myself  did 
not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the 
better of  you by guile.  Did I take advantage of  you 
through any of  those whom I sent to you?  I urged 
Titus to go, and sent the brother with him.  Did Titus 
take advantage of  you?  Did we not act in the same 
spirit?  Did we not take the same steps?  Have you 
been thinking all along that we have been defending 
ourselves before you?  It is in the sight of  God that we
have been speaking in Christ, and all for your 
upbuilding, beloved.  For I fear that perhaps I may 
come and find you not what I wish, and that you may 
find me not what you wish; that perhaps there may be 
quarreling, jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, gossip, 
conceit, and disorder.  I fear that when I come again 
my God may humble me before you, and I may have 
to mourn over many of  those who sinned before and 
have not repented of  the impurity, immorality, and 
licentiousness which they have practiced.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.
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