
YEAR 1, HOLY WEEK, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Lamentations of  Jeremiah
How the Lord in his anger has set the daughter of  
Zion under a cloud! He has cast down from heaven to 
earth the splendor of  Israel; he has not remembered 
his footstool in the day of  his anger. The Lord has 
destroyed without mercy all the habitations of  Jacob; 
in his wrath he has broken down the strongholds of  
the daughter of  Judah; he has brought down to the 
ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. He has
cut down in fierce anger all the might of  Israel; he has 
withdrawn from them his right hand in the face of  the
enemy; he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, 
consuming all around. He has bent his bow like an 
enemy, with his right hand set like a foe; and he has 
slain all the pride of  our eyes in the tent of  the 
daughter of  Zion; he has poured out his fury like fire. 
The Lord has become like an enemy, he has destroyed 
Israel; he has destroyed all its palaces, laid in ruins its 
strongholds; and he has multiplied in the daughter of  
Judah mourning and lamentation. He has broken 
down his booth like that of  a garden, laid in ruins the 
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place of  his appointed feasts; the LORD has brought to
an end in Zion appointed feast and sabbath, and in his
fierce indignation has spurned king and priest. The 
Lord has scorned his altar, disowned his sanctuary; he 
has delivered into the hand of  the enemy the walls of  
her palaces; a clamor was raised in the house of  the 
LORD as on the day of  an appointed feast. The LORD 
determined to lay in ruins the wall of  the daughter of  
Zion; he marked it off  by the line; he restrained not 
his hand from destroying; he caused rampart and wall 
to lament, they languish together. Her gates have sunk 
into the ground; he has ruined and broken her bars; 
her king and princes are among the nations; the law is 
no more, and her prophets obtain no vision from the 
LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said answered Philip and Andrew, “Now is my 
soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, for this purpose I have come to 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name.” Then a voice came
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” The crowd standing by heard it and said that it 
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had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of  this world,
now shall the ruler of  this world be cast out; and I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
to myself.” He said this to show by what death he was 
to die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from
the law that the Christ remains for ever. How can you 
say that the Son of  man must be lifted up? Who is this
Son of  man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with 
you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, 
lest the darkness overtake you; he who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he goes. While you 
have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become sons of  light.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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