
YEAR 1, MAUNDY THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Lamentations of  Jeremiah
The elders of  the daughter of  Zion sit on the ground 
in silence; they have cast dust on their heads and put 
on sackcloth; the maidens of  Jerusalem have bowed 
their heads to the ground. My eyes are spent with 
weeping; my soul is in tumult; my heart is poured out 
in grief  because of  the destruction of  the daughter of  
my people, because infants and babes faint in the 
streets of  the city. They cry to their mothers, “Where 
is bread and wine?” as they faint like wounded men in 
the streets of  the city, as their life is poured out on 
their mothers’ bosom. What can I say for you, to what 
compare you, O daughter of  Jerusalem? What can I 
liken to you, that I may comfort you, O virgin 
daughter of  Zion? For vast as the sea is your ruin; who
can restore you? Your prophets have seen for you false
and deceptive visions; they have not exposed your 
iniquity to restore your fortunes, but have seen for you
oracles false and misleading. All who pass along the 
way clap their hands at you; they hiss and wag their 
heads at the daughter of  Jerusalem; “Is this the city 
which was called the perfection of  beauty, the joy of  
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all the earth?” All your enemies rail against you; they 
hiss, they gnash their teeth, they cry: “We have 
destroyed her! Ah, this is the day we longed for; now 
we have it; we see it!” The LORD has done what he 
purposed, has carried out his threat; as he ordained 
long ago, he has demolished without pity; he has made
the enemy rejoice over you, and exalted the might of  
your foes. Cry aloud to the Lord! O daughter of  Zion! 
Let tears stream down like a torrent day and night! 
Give yourself  no rest, your eyes no respite!
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may 
glorify thee, since thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 
I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the 
work which thou gavest me to do; and now, Father, 
glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was made. I 
have manifested thy name to the men whom thou 
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gavest me out of  the world; thine they were, and thou 
gavest them to me, and they have kept thy word. Now 
they know that everything that thou hast given me is 
from thee; for I have given them the words which 
thou gavest me, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from thee; and they have 
believed that thou didst send me. I am praying for 
them; I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom thou hast given me, for they are thine; all mine 
are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. And now I am no more in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to thee. Holy 
Father, keep them in thy name, which thou hast given 
me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I 
was with them, I kept them in thy name, which thou 
hast given me; I have guarded them, and none of  them
is lost but the son of  perdition, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to thee; and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy 
word; and the world has hated them because they are 
not of  the world, even as I am not of  the world. I do 
not pray that thou shouldst take them out of  the 
world, but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil 
one. They are not of  the world, even as I am not of  
the world. Sanctify them in the truth; thy word is 
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truth. As thou didst send me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sake I 
consecrate myself, that they also may be consecrated in
truth. I do not pray for these only, but also for those 
who believe in me through their word, that they may 
all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. The glory which thou 
hast given me I have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me, that
they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even
as thou hast loved me. Father, I desire that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, may be with me where I 
am, to behold my glory which thou hast given me in 
thy love for me before the foundation of  the world. O
righteous Father, the world has not known thee, but I 
have known thee; and these know that thou hast sent 
me. I made known to them thy name, and I will make 
it known, that the love with which thou hast loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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