
YEAR 1, HOLY SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Lamentations of  Jeremiah
Who has commanded and it came to pass, unless the 
Lord has ordained it? Is it not from the mouth of  the 
Most High that good and evil come? Why should a 
living man complain, a man, about the punishment of  
his sins? Let us test and examine our ways, and return 
to the LORD! Let us lift up our hearts and hands to 
God in heaven: “We have transgressed and rebelled, 
and thou hast not forgiven. Thou hast wrapped thyself
with anger and pursued us, slaying without pity; thou 
hast wrapped thyself  with a cloud so that no prayer 
can pass through. Thou hast made us offscouring and 
refuse among the peoples. All our enemies rail against 
us; panic and pitfall have come upon us, devastation 
and destruction; my eyes flow with rivers of  tears 
because of  the destruction of  the daughter of  my 
people. My eyes will flow without ceasing, without 
respite, until the LORD from heaven looks down and 
sees; my eyes cause me grief  at the fate of  all the 
maidens of  my city. I have been hunted like a bird by 
those who were my enemies without cause; they flung 
me alive into the pit and cast stones on me; water 
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closed over my head; I said, ‘I am lost.’ I called on thy 
name, O LORD, from the depths of  the pit; thou didst 
hear my plea, ‘Do not close thine ear to my cry for 
help!’ Thou didst come near when I called on thee; 
thou didst say, ‘Do not fear!’ Thou hast taken up my 
cause, O Lord, thou hast redeemed my life.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of  the Spirit of  
life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of  sin 
and death. For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: sending his own Son in the 
likeness of  sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 
in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of  the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of  the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit set their minds on the things of  the Spirit. 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
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to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the 
flesh, you are in the Spirit, if  in fact the Spirit of  God 
dwells in you. Any one who does not have the Spirit 
of  Christ does not belong to him. But if  Christ is in 
you, although your bodies are dead because of  sin, 
your spirits are alive because of  righteousness. If  the 
Spirit of  him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which
dwells in you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, HOLY SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

LAMENTATIONS 3:37–58, ROMANS 8:1–11


