
YEAR 1, LENT 4, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the 
sheep of  my pasture!” says the LORD. Therefore thus 
says the LORD, the God of  Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who care for my people: “You have 
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and 
you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I will 
gather the remnant of  my flock out of  all the 
countries where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care 
for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the 
name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’ Therefore, behold, the days are coming,
says the LORD, when men shall no longer say, ‘As the 
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LORD lives who brought up the people of  Israel out 
of  the land of  Egypt,’ but ‘As the LORD lives who 
brought up and led the descendants of  the house of  
Israel out of  the north country and out of  all the 
countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall 
dwell in their own land.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
We know that in everything God works for good with 
those who love him, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of  his Son, 
in order that he might be the first-born among many 
brethren. And those whom he predestined he also 
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. What then 
shall we say to this? If  God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, will he not also give us all things with 
him? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies; who is to condemn? Is it 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the 
dead, who is at the right hand of  God, who indeed 
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intercedes for us? Who shall separate us from the love 
of  Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, “For thy sake we are being killed all the day 
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, LENT 4, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

JEREMIAH 23:1–8; ROMANS 8:28–39


