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YEAR 1, LENT 5, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Nebuchadrez'zar  ne-byuu-kuh-DREZ-ur 
Jeconi'ah   jek-uh-NIGH-uh 
Jehoi'akim   ji-HOY-uh-kim 
Chalde'ans   kal-DEE-uhns 
Zedeki'ah   zed-uh-KIGH-uh 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah 
After Nebuchadrez'zar king of Babylon had taken into 
exile from Jerusalem Jeconi'ah the son of Jehoi'akim, 
king of Judah, together with the princes of Judah, the 
craftsmen, and the smiths, and had brought them to 
Babylon, the LORD showed me this vision: Behold, 
two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the 
LORD. One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe 
figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that 
they could not be eaten. And the LORD said to me, 
“What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said, “Figs, the good 
figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that 
they cannot be eaten.” Then the word of the LORD 
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came to me: “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles 
from Judah, whom I have sent away from this place to 
the land of the Chalde'ans. I will set my eyes upon 
them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. 
I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will 
plant them, and not uproot them. I will give them a 
heart to know that I am the LORD; and they shall be 
my people and I will be their God, for they shall 
return to me with their whole heart. But thus says the 
LORD: Like the bad figs which are so bad they cannot 
be eaten, so will I treat Zedeki'ah the king of Judah, 
his princes, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in 
this land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt. I 
will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth, to be a reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse 
in all the places where I shall drive them. And I will 
send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until 
they shall be utterly destroyed from the land which I 
gave to them and their fathers.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? 
For who can resist his will?” But who are you, a man, 
to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me thus?” Has the 
potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for beauty and another for menial 
use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 
make known his power, has endured with much 
patience the vessels of wrath made for destruction, in 
order to make known the riches of his glory for the 
vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand 
for glory, even us whom he has called, not from the 
Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As indeed he 
says in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will 
call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will 
call ‘my beloved.’ ” “And in the very place where it 
was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be 
called ‘sons of the living God.’ ” And Isaiah cries out 
concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of 
them will be saved; for the Lord will execute his 
sentence upon the earth with rigor and dispatch.” And 
as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord of hosts had not left 
us children, we would have fared like Sodom and been 
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made like Gomor'rah.” What shall we say, then? That 
Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 
attained it, that is, righteousness through faith; but that 
Israel who pursued the righteousness which is based 
on law did not succeed in fulfilling that law. Why? 
Because they did not pursue it through faith, but as if 
it were based on works. They have stumbled over the 
stumbling stone, as it is written, “Behold, I am laying 
in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock 
that will make them fall; and he who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


