
YEAR 1, PROPER 1, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “Son of  man, 
speak to your people and say to them, If  I bring the 
sword upon a land, and the people of  the land take a 
man from among them, and make him their 
watchman; and if  he sees the sword coming upon the 
land and blows the trumpet and warns the people; 
then if  any one who hears the sound of  the trumpet 
does not take warning, and the sword comes and takes
him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. He 
heard the sound of  the trumpet, and did not take 
warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if  he 
had taken warning, he would have saved his life. But if
the watchman sees the sword coming and does not 
blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, 
and the sword comes, and takes any one of  them; that 
man is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at the watchman’s hand. So you, son of  man, I 
have made a watchman for the house of  Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall 
give them warning from me. If  I say to the wicked, O 
wicked man, you shall surely die, and you do not speak
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to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require
at your hand. But if  you warn the wicked to turn from 
his way, and he does not turn from his way; he shall 
die in his iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
And you, son of  man, say to the house of  Israel, Thus
have you said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins are 
upon us, and we waste away because of  them; how 
then can we live?’ Say to them, As I live, says the Lord 
GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of  the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, O house of  Israel?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “When 
the unclean spirit has gone out of  a man, he passes 
through waterless places seeking rest; and finding none
he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 
And when he comes he finds it swept and put in 
order. Then he goes and brings seven other spirits 
more evil than himself, and they enter and dwell there;
and the last state of  that man becomes worse than the 
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first.” As he said this, a woman in the crowd raised her
voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore 
you, and the breasts that you sucked!” But he said, 
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of  God 
and keep it!” When the crowds were increasing, he 
began to say, “This generation is an evil generation; it 
seeks a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the 
sign of  Jonah. For as Jonah became a sign to the men 
of  Nin'eveh, so will the Son of  man be to this 
generation. The queen of  the South will arise at the 
judgment with the men of  this generation and 
condemn them; for she came from the ends of  the 
earth to hear the wisdom of  Solomon, and behold, 
something greater than Solomon is here. The men of  
Nin'eveh will arise at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the 
preaching of  Jonah, and behold, something greater 
than Jonah is here. No one after lighting a lamp puts it
in a cellar or under a bushel, but on a stand, that those 
who enter may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of  
your body; when your eye is sound, your whole body is
full of  light; but when it is not sound, your body is full
of  darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you 
be darkness. If  then your whole body is full of
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light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as 
when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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