
YEAR 1, PROPER 1, WEDNESDAY: EVENING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “Son of  man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of  Israel, prophesy, 
and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Ho, shepherds of  Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the 
sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the 
wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed 
the sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the 
sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the 
lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness
you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because 
there was no shepherd; and they became food for all 
the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered, they 
wandered over all the mountains and on every high 
hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of  the 
earth, with none to search or seek for them. 
Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of  the LORD:
As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all
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the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd; and 
because my shepherds have not searched for my 
sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and 
have not fed my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of  the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, 
Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require 
my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding 
the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed 
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, 
that they may not be food for them. For thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself  will search for my 
sheep, and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out
his flock when some of  his sheep have been scattered 
abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue 
them from all places where they have been scattered 
on a day of  clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring
them out from the peoples, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and
I will feed them on the mountains of  Israel, by the 
fountains, and in all the inhabited places of  the 
country. I will feed them with good pasture, and upon 
the mountain heights of  Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on 
fat pasture they shall feed on the mountains of  Israel. 
I myself  will be the shepherd of  my sheep, and I will 
make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek 
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the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the crippled, and I will strengthen the weak, 
and the fat and the strong I will watch over; I will feed 
them in justice.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
As Jesus went away from there, the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to press him hard, and to provoke 
him to speak of  many things, lying in wait for him, to 
catch at something he might say. In the meantime, 
when so many thousands of  the multitude had 
gathered together that they trod upon one another, he 
began to say to his disciples first, “Beware of  the 
leaven of  the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Nothing is 
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. Therefore whatever you have said 
in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you 
have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed 
upon the housetops. I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: 
fear him who, after he has killed, has power to cast 
into hell; yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows
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sold for two pennies? And not one of  them is 
forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of  your 
head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of  more value
than many sparrows. And I tell you, every one who 
acknowledges me before men, the Son of  man also 
will acknowledge before the angels of  God; but he 
who denies me before men will be denied before the 
angels of  God. And every one who speaks a word 
against the Son of  man will be forgiven; but he who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven. And when they bring you before the 
synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not 
be anxious how or what you are to answer or what you
are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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