
YEAR 1, PROPER 1, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “I will set my 
glory among the nations; and all the nations shall see 
my judgment which I have executed, and my hand 
which I have laid on them. The house of  Israel shall 
know that I am the LORD their God, from that day 
forward. And the nations shall know that the house of
Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because 
they dealt so treacherously with me that I hid my face 
from them and gave them into the hand of  their 
adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. I dealt with 
them according to their uncleanness and their 
transgressions, and hid my face from them. Therefore 
thus says the Lord GOD: Now I will restore the 
fortunes of  Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole 
house of  Israel; and I will be jealous for my holy 
name. They shall forget their shame, and all the 
treachery they have practiced against me, when they 
dwell securely in their land with none to make them 
afraid, when I have brought them back from the 
peoples and gathered them from their enemies’ lands, 
and through them have vindicated my holiness in the 
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sight of  many nations. Then they shall know that I am 
the LORD their God because I sent them into exile 
among the nations, and then gathered them into their 
own land. I will leave none of  them remaining among 
the nations any more; and I will not hide my face any 
more from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon the 
house of  Israel, says the Lord GOD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to the disciples, “Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide
yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no 
thief  approaches and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Let your 
loins be girded and your lamps burning, and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home 
from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him 
at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 
servants whom the master finds awake when he 
comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself  and have
them sit at table, and he will come and serve them. If  
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he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and 
finds them so, blessed are those servants! But know 
this, that if  the householder had known at what hour 
the thief  was coming, he would not have left his house
to be broken into. You also must be ready; for the Son 
of  man is coming at an unexpected hour.” Peter said, 
“Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 
And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise 
steward, whom his master will set over his household, 
to give them their portion of  food at the proper time? 
Blessed is that servant whom his master when he 
comes will find so doing. Truly, I say to you, he will set
him over all his possessions. But if  that servant says to
himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins 
to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to 
eat and drink and get drunk, the master of  that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he does not know, and will punish 
him, and put him with the unfaithful. And that servant
who knew his master’s will, but did not make ready or 
act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating. 
But he who did not know, and did what deserved a 
beating, shall receive a light beating. Every one to 
whom much is given, of  him will much be required;
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and of  him to whom men commit much they will 
demand the more.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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