
YEAR 1, PROPER 2, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Na’omi and Ruth went on until they came to 
Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the 
whole town was stirred because of  them; and the 
women said, “Is this Na'omi?” She said to them, “Do 
not call me Na'omi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has
dealt very bitterly with me. I went away full, and the 
LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me 
Na'omi, when the LORD has afflicted me and the 
Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” So Na'omi 
returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law 
with her, who returned from the country of  Moab. 
And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of  
barley harvest. Now Na'omi had a kinsman of  her 
husband’s, a man of  wealth, of  the family of  
Elim'elech, whose name was Bo'az. And Ruth the 
Moabitess said to Na'omi, “Let me go to the field, and
glean among the ears of  grain after him in whose sight
I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.” So she set forth and went and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers; and she happened to come 
to the part of  the field belonging to Bo'az, who was of
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the family of  Elim'elech. And behold, Bo'az came 
from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, “The 
LORD be with you!’ And they answered, “The LORD 
bless you.” Then Bo'az said to his servant who was in 
charge of  the reapers, “Whose maiden is this?” And 
the servant who was in charge of  the reapers 
answered, “It is the Moabite maiden, who came back 
with Na'omi from the country of  Moab. She said, 
‘Pray, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after 
the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from 
early morning until now, without resting even for a 
moment.’ Then Bo'az said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my 
daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave 
this one, but keep close to my maidens. Let your eyes 
be upon the field which they are reaping, and go after 
them. Have I not charged the young men not to 
molest you? And when you are thirsty, go to the 
vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” 
Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and 
said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that
you should take notice of  me, when I am a foreigner?”
But Bo'az answered her, “All that you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of  your husband 
has been fully told me, and how you left your father 
and mother and your native land and came to a people
that you did not know before. The LORD recompense 
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you for what you have done, and a full reward be given
you by the LORD, the God of  Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!” Then she said, 
“You are most gracious to me, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to your maidservant,
though I am not one of  your maidservants.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to Timothy
This charge I commit to you, Timothy, my son, in 
accordance with the prophetic utterances which 
pointed to you, that inspired by them you may wage 
the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.
By rejecting conscience, certain persons have made 
shipwreck of  their faith, among them Hymenae'us and
Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan that they 
may learn not to blaspheme. First of  all, then, I urge 
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all men, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way. This 
is good, and it is acceptable in the sight of  God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to
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the knowledge of  the truth. For there is one God, and 
there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself  as a ransom for all, the 
testimony to which was borne at the proper time. For 
this I was appointed a preacher and apostle (I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of  the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. I desire then that in every 
place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without 
anger or quarreling; also that women should adorn 
themselves modestly and sensibly in seemly apparel, 
not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly attire 
but by good deeds, as befits women who profess 
religion. Let a woman learn in silence with all 
submissiveness. I permit no woman to teach or to 
have authority over men; she is to keep silent. For 
Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a 
transgressor. Yet woman will be saved through bearing
children, if  she continues in faith and love and 
holiness, with modesty.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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