
YEAR 1, PROPER 2, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
My son, if  you have become surety for your neighbor, 
have given your pledge for a stranger; if  you are snared
in the utterance of  your lips, caught in the words of  
your mouth; then do this, my son, and save yourself, 
for you have come into your neighbor’s power: go, 
hasten, and importune your neighbor. Give your eyes 
no sleep and your eyelids no slumber; save yourself  
like a gazelle from the hunter, like a bird from the 
hand of  the fowler. Go to the ant, O sluggard; 
consider her ways, and be wise. Without having any 
chief, officer or ruler, she prepares her food in 
summer, and gathers her sustenance in harvest. How 
long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise
from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of  the hands to rest, and poverty will come 
upon you like a vagabond, and want like an armed 
man. A worthless person, a wicked man, goes about 
with crooked speech, winks with his eyes, scrapes with
his feet, points with his finger, with perverted heart 
devises evil, continually sowing discord; therefore 
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calamity will come upon him suddenly; in a moment 
he will be broken beyond healing. There are six things 
which the LORD hates, seven which are an 
abomination to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises 
wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a 
false witness who breathes out lies, and a man who 
sows discord among brothers.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said, “What is the kingdom of  God like? And to 
what shall I compare it? It is like a grain of  mustard 
seed which a man took and sowed in his garden; and it
grew and became a tree, and the birds of  the air made 
nests in its branches.” And again he said, “To what 
shall I compare the kingdom of  God? It is like leaven 
which a woman took and hid in three measures of  
flour, till it was all leavened.” He went on his way 
through towns and villages, teaching, and journeying 
toward Jerusalem. And some one said to him, “Lord, 
will those who are saved be few?” And he said to 
them, “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I 
tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When 
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once the householder has risen up and shut the door, 
you will begin to stand outside and to knock at the 
door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us.’ He will answer you, ‘I 
do not know where you come from.’ Then you will 
begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and 
you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, I 
do not know where you come from; depart from me, 
all you workers of  iniquity!’ There you will weep and 
gnash your teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of  God
and you yourselves thrust out. And men will come 
from east and west, and from north and south, and sit 
at table in the kingdom of  God. And behold, some are
last who will be first, and some are first who will be 
last.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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