
YEAR 1, PROPER 2, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
Bo'az went up to the gate and sat down there; and 
behold, the next of  kin, of  whom Bo'az had spoken, 
came by. So Bo'az said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down 
here”; and he turned aside and sat down. And he took 
ten men of  the elders of  the city, and said, “Sit down 
here”; so they sat down. Then he said to the next of  
kin, “Na'omi, who has come back from the country of
Moab, is selling the parcel of  land which belonged to 
our kinsman Elim'elech. So I thought I would tell you 
of  it, and say, Buy it in the presence of  those sitting 
here, and in the presence of  the elders of  my people. 
If  you will redeem it, redeem it; but if  you will not, tell
me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to
redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will 
redeem it.” Then Bo'az said, “The day you buy the 
field from the hand of  Na'omi, you are also buying 
Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of  the dead, in order 
to restore the name of  the dead to his inheritance.” 
Then the next of  kin said, “I cannot redeem it for 
myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right
of  redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” Now 
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this was the custom in former times in Israel 
concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a 
transaction, the one drew off  his sandal and gave it to 
the other, and this was the manner of  attesting in 
Israel. So when the next of  kin said to Bo'az, “Buy it 
for yourself,” he drew off  his sandal. Then Bo'az said 
to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses 
this day that I have bought from the hand of  Na'omi 
all that belonged to Elim'elech and all that belonged to
Chil'ion and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the Moabitess, the 
widow of  Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to 
perpetuate the name of  the dead in his inheritance, 
that the name of  the dead may not be cut off  from 
among his brethren and from the gate of  his native 
place; you are witnesses this day.” Then all the people 
who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We are 
witnesses. May the LORD make the woman, who is 
coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who 
together built up the house of  Israel. May you prosper
in Eph'rathah and be renowned in Bethlehem; and 
may your house be like the house of  Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, because of  the children that the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.” So Bo'az 
took Ruth and she became his wife; and he went in to 
her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore 
a son. Then the women said to Na'omi, “Blessed be 
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the LORD, who has not left you this day without next 
of  kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He 
shall be to you a restorer of  life and a nourisher of  
your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” 
Then Na'omi took the child and laid him in her 
bosom, and became his nurse. And the women of  the 
neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has 
been born to Na'omi.” They named him Obed; he was
the father of  Jesse, the father of  David. Now these are
the descendants of  Perez: Perez was the father of  
Hezron, Hezron of  Ram, Ram of  Ammin'adab, 
Ammin'adab of  Nahshon, Nahshon of  Salmon, 
Salmon of  Bo'az, Bo'az of  Obed, Obed of  Jesse, and 
Jesse of  David.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to Timothy
Do not rebuke an older man but exhort him as you 
would a father; treat younger men like brothers, older 
women like mothers, younger women like sisters, in all 
purity. Honor widows who are real widows. If  a 
widow has children or grandchildren, let them first 
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learn their religious duty to their own family and make 
some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in 
the sight of  God. She who is a real widow, and is left 
all alone, has set her hope on God and continues in 
supplications and prayers night and day; whereas she 
who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. 
Command this, so that they may be without reproach. 
If  any one does not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for his own family, he has disowned the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever. Let a widow be 
enrolled if  she is not less than sixty years of  age, 
having been the wife of  one husband; and she must be
well attested for her good deeds, as one who has 
brought up children, shown hospitality, washed the 
feet of  the saints, relieved the afflicted, and devoted 
herself  to doing good in every way. But refuse to 
enroll younger widows; for when they grow wanton 
against Christ they desire to marry, and so they incur 
condemnation for having violated their first pledge. 
Besides that, they learn to be idlers, gadding about 
from house to house, and not only idlers but gossips 
and busybodies, saying what they should not. So I 
would have younger widows marry, bear children, rule 
their households, and give the enemy no occasion to 
revile us. For some have already strayed after Satan. If  
any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let 

YEAR 1, PROPER 2, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

RUTH 4:1-22*; 1 TIMOTHY 5:1-25*



her assist them; let the church not be burdened, so 
that it may assist those who are real widows. Let the 
elders who rule well be considered worthy of  double 
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and 
teaching; for the scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it is treading out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” Never admit any charge 
against an elder except on the evidence of  two or 
three witnesses. As for those who persist in sin, rebuke
them in the presence of  all, so that the rest may stand 
in fear. In the presence of  God and of  Christ Jesus 
and of  the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules
without favor, doing nothing from partiality. Do not 
be hasty in the laying on of  hands, nor participate in 
another man’s sins; keep yourself  pure. No longer 
drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of  
your stomach and your frequent ailments. The sins of  
some men are conspicuous, pointing to judgment, but 
the sins of  others appear later. So also good deeds are 
conspicuous; and even when they are not, they cannot 
remain hidden.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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