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YEAR 1, PROPER 3, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
She'ol   SHEE-ol 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins  
A Reading from the Proverbs 
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great 
treasure and trouble with it. Better is a dinner of herbs 
where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it. A 
hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow 
to anger quiets contention. The way of a sluggard is 
overgrown with thorns, but the path of the upright is a 
level highway. A wise son makes a glad father, but a 
foolish man despises his mother. Folly is a joy to him 
who has no sense, but a man of understanding walks 
aright. Without counsel plans go wrong, but with 
many advisers they succeed. To make an apt answer is 
a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is! 
The wise man’s path leads upward to life, that he may 
avoid She'ol beneath. The LORD tears down the house 



YEAR 1, PROPER 3, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
PROVERBS 15:16–33; LUKE 15:1–10 
 
NOTE: LUKE 15:1–10 IS THE CANONICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, 
APPOINTED FOR EVENING PRAYER TOMORROW. 

of the proud, but maintains the widow’s boundaries. 
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the 
LORD, the words of the pure are pleasing to him. He 
who is greedy for unjust gain makes trouble for his 
household, but he who hates bribes will live. The mind 
of the righteous ponders how to answer, but the 
mouth of the wicked pours out evil things. The LORD 
is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous. The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and 
good news refreshes the bones. He whose ear heeds 
wholesome admonition will abide among the wise. He 
who ignores instruction despises himself, but he who 
heeds admonition gains understanding. The fear of the 
LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility goes 
before honor. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to hear Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes 
murmured, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” So he told them this parable: “What man 
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of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after the one which is lost, until he finds it? 
And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.’ 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. Or what 
woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek 
diligently until she finds it? And when she has found 
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I 
had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


