
YEAR 1, PROPER 3, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
PROVERBS 17:1–20; LUKE 15:11–32* 
 
LUKE 15:1–10 WAS READ YESTERDAY. IT IS THE CANONICAL INTRODUCTION TO THE PARABLE OF 

THE PRODIGAL SON. WE DRAW FROM LUKE 15:1–2 TO INTRODUCE THIS PARABLE, INSTEAD OF 

QUOTING LUKE 15:1–2, TO MAKE CLEAR THAT THIS PARABLE DOES NOT STAND ALONE. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 3, WEDNESDAY:  
EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Proverbs 
Better is a dry morsel with quiet than a house full of 
feasting with strife. A slave who deals wisely will rule 
over a son who acts shamefully, and will share the 
inheritance as one of the brothers. The crucible is for 
silver, and the furnace is for gold, and the LORD tries 
hearts. An evildoer listens to wicked lips; and a liar 
gives heed to a mischievous tongue. He who mocks 
the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity 
will not go unpunished. Grandchildren are the crown 
of the aged, and the glory of sons is their fathers. Fine 
speech is not becoming to a fool; still less is false 
speech to a prince. A bribe is like a magic stone in the 
eyes of him who gives it; wherever he turns he 
prospers. He who forgives an offense seeks love, but 
he who repeats a matter alienates a friend. A rebuke 
goes deeper into a man of understanding than a 
hundred blows into a fool. An evil man seeks only 
rebellion, and a cruel messenger will be sent against 
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him. Let a man meet a she-bear robbed of her cubs, 
rather than a fool in his folly. If a man returns evil for 
good, evil will not depart from his house. The 
beginning of strife is like letting out water; so quit 
before the quarrel breaks out. He who justifies the 
wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both 
alike an abomination to the LORD. Why should a fool 
have a price in his hand to buy wisdom, when he has 
no mind? A friend loves at all times, and a brother is 
born for adversity. A man without sense gives a 
pledge, and becomes surety in the presence of his 
neighbor. He who loves transgression loves strife; he 
who makes his door high seeks destruction. A man of 
crooked mind does not prosper, and one with a 
perverse tongue falls into calamity. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
And Jesus continued to speak to the tax collectors, the 
sinners, and to the Pharisees and scribes who 
complained that he received sinners and ate with 
them. He said, “There was a man who had two sons; 
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and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he 
divided his living between them. Not many days later, 
the younger son gathered all he had and took his 
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in loose living. And when he had spent 
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to 
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into 
his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed 
on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough 
and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise 
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of 
your hired servants.” ’ And he arose and came to his 
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father 
saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and 
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put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let 
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and 
is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the 
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe 
and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and entreated him, but he answered 
his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, 
and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never 
gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends. But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him 
the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 
found.’ ” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


