
YEAR 1, PROPER 3, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel, and said to them, “Hear, 
O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I speak
in your hearing this day, and you shall learn them and 
be careful to do them. The LORD our God made a 
covenant with us in Horeb. Not with our fathers did 
the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all 
of  us here alive this day. The LORD spoke with you 
face to face at the mountain, out of  the midst of  the 
fire, while I stood between the LORD and you at that 
time, to declare to you the word of  the LORD; for you 
were afraid because of  the fire, and you did not go up 
into the mountain. He said: ‘I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the
house of  bondage. You shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself  a graven 
image, or any likeness of  anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 
them or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth generation of  
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those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of  those who love me and keep my 
commandments. You shall not take the name of  the 
LORD your God in vain: for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Observe the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God 
commanded you. Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work; but the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, or your manservant, or 
your maidservant, or your ox, or your ass, or any of  
your cattle, or the sojourner who is within your gates, 
that your manservant and your maidservant may rest 
as well as you. You shall remember that you were a 
servant in the land of  Egypt, and the LORD your God 
brought you out thence with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God 
commanded you to keep the sabbath day. Honor your 
father and your mother, as the LORD your God 
commanded you; that your days may be prolonged, 
and that it may go well with you, in the land which the 
LORD your God gives you. You shall not kill. Neither 
shall you commit adultery. Neither shall you steal. 
Neither shall you bear false witness against your 
neighbor. Neither shall you covet your neighbor’s wife;
and you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, his 
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field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or 
his ass, or anything that is your neighbor’s.’ These 
words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at the 
mountain out of  the midst of  the fire, the cloud, and 
the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no 
more. And he wrote them upon two tables of  stone, 
and gave them to me.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of  God, 
we do not lose heart. We have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to
tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of
the truth we would commend ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of  God. And even if  our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 
perishing. In their case the god of  this world has 
blinded the minds of  the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the glory of  
Christ, who is the likeness of  God. For what we 
preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the 
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God who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of  the 
knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Christ. 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show 
that the transcendent power belongs to God and not 
to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 
carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life 
of  Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For 
while we live we are always being given up to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of  Jesus may be manifested 
in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life 
in you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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